TWO  TRIPS  IN  2002 


'irLa 

^  v^‘  ^  U^01 
tx  libns 
Ifotl)  jHartmtbo  Uibran’ 

■he  Malphono  George  Anton  Kiraz  CoUection 

u;  ^  bo,  u: 

^  u—  io~  ^  ^  oI 

v;Q  «**-«  ,^°  b^>=uo 

^  oG-  looo  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

*o,Gao>  -o.Oii^ 

Anyone  who  asks  for  this  volume,  to 
read,  collate,  or  copy  from  it,  and  who 
appropriates  it  to  himself  or  herself  or 
cuts  anything  out  of  it,  should  realize 
that  (s)he  will  have  to  give  answer  before 
God’s  awesome  tribunal  as  if  (s)he  had 
robbed  a  sanctuary.  Let  such  a  person 
held  anathema  and  receive  no  forgiveness 
until  the  book  is  returned.  So  be  it, 

Amen!  And  anyone  who  removes  these 
anathemas,  digitally  or  otherwise,  shall 
himself  receive  them  in  double. 


MiMi 


Two  Trips  in  2002 

An  interesting  travelogue  of  an  experienced  Indian  Metropolis 

in  the  year  two  thousand  two. 


Mar  Aprem 


THRISSUR,  KERALA,  INDIA 
September  2003 


Two  Trips  in  2002 

Travelogue  (English) 

Author:  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Mar  Aprem 

B.D.,  M.Th.,  S.T.M.,  D.Th.,  Ph.D. 

Metropolitan’s  Palace, 

Thrissur  -  680  001, 

Kerala,  India 
Phone:91  -487-2420978 
E-mail :  aprem@vsnl.com 


Copyright  : 

Author 

Date  of  Publication: 

22nd  September  2003 

No.  of  Copies  : 

500 

No.  of  pages  : 

104 

Printed  at  : 

MAR  NARSAI  PRESS,  High  Road, 
Thrissur  -  680  001 

Published  by  : 

MAR  NARSAI  PUBLICATIONS, 
High  Road,  Thrissur  -  680  001 

Price  : 

Rs.50/-  (India) 

$  3  (Outside  India) 

DTP  :  digitech  designs,  koratty  -  680  308 


4 


CONTENTS 


Page 

Detailed  Outline . 6 

Foreword  . 10 

PART  ONE 

1.  Introduction . 15 

2.  Pro  Oriente . 23 

3.  Chicago  Via  Vienna . 28 

4.  New  York  Without  Twin  Towers . 37 

5.  Return  Journey . 41 

PART  TWO 

6.  Singapore . 47 

7.  Chicago . 52 

8.  Germany . 81 

9.  Vatican  Dialogue . 84 

10.  Conclusion . 96 

Books  by  the  author . 102,  103 

About  the  Author . 104  • 


5 


DETAILED  OUTLINE 


PART  I 

CHAPTER  1  INTRODUCTION 

Two  trips  in  2002.  The  first  in  Feb-March  2002  to  Vienna,  Chicago 
and  New  York.  Secular  travelogues.  Twin  Towers  in  New  York.  The 
English  Roses.  Laugh  with  the  Bishop.  Saddam  Hussein’s  novels. 
Increase  of  tourists  in  Kerala.  Globalisation.  Cultural  threat.  Pico 
Iyer:  Harry  Potter’s  book  for  Rs.795  in  India.  Hillary'  Clinton’s 
Experiences.  Vikram  Seth,  Two  lives.  Gratitude  to  Mrs.  Tessy  Mohan 
and  others. 

CHAPTER  2  PRO  ORIENTE 

Started  by  Cardinal  Koenig  in  1971  Syriac  Commission  in  1994. 
Vienna,  June  1990.  Criticism.  Coptic  Church  not  in  the  Syriac 
Commission.  Syrian  Orthodox  Church.  Cyril  of  Alexandria. 
Learning  from  the  arguments. 

Euro  currency.  January  2002.  285  millions  of  people  use  US  dollar, 
while  Euro  is  used  by  304  millions,  soon  to  reach  378  million.  US 
dollar  gives  45  rupees  while  Euro  gives  50  rupees  now.  It  used  to 
give  52  rupees  when  I  came  back  from  Europe  in  2002. 

CHAPTER  3  CHICAGO  VIA  VIENNA 

March  2,  The  trolleys  for  baggage.  Cyril  Mar  Aprem  Karim, 
Orthodox  bishop  in  the  U.SA  Holy  Myron  in  Baptism.  Re-baptism 
of  other  Church  members.  Boys  will  remain  as  bachelors.  Visit  of 
Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimon.  Lazar  Thazhatha  in  Chicago. 
Fr. Thomas  Mathew.  Archdeacon  Aprim  de  Baz.  Rev.  Sadok  de  Mar 
Shimon.  Leela  Alex,  Asha  Alex,  N. I.  Joseph. 


6 


Detailed  Outline 


CHAPTER  4  NEW  YORK  WITHOUT  TWIN  TOWER 

March  15,  2002.  Chicago  to  Newark,  N.J.  Sobby,  daughter  of  C.J. 
Davy.  Dr.  M.D.  Thomas.  Fr.  Demtri  Eskander.  Mooken  family 
members.  Katherine  &  Tennyson,  Samuel  Pananchery.  Mathew 
and  Reshma  Emmatty.  Visit  to  Twin  Towers.  Zero  ground.  Dinner 
in  the  new  house  of  Kunjumon 

CHAPTER  5  RETURN  JOURNEY 

18  March  2002.  John  Thermadom.  Bergenfield.  Bangalore 
destination.  Baggage  to  Cochin.  30  passengers  only  to  Dulles 
international.  Check  your  shoes.  Frankfurt-Bangalore.  Slept  on 
the  floor.  Flight  to  Cochin.  Drive  to  Trichur.  A  story  from  the  e- 
mail.  Fireworks  in  USA  injure  13,000  people  annually. 

PART  II 

CHAPTER  6  SINGAPORE 

14  October  2002.  Cochin  to  Madras.  Fr.  Jos  K.  John,  Mar  Qardagh 
Church.  Bomb  attack  in  Bali.  Singapore.  Theophanes  Sithu.  Mar 
Gewargis  Sliwa’s  visit  to  China.  Mar  Thoma  Darmo.  Salzburg 
conference,  Austria,  Bishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro.  Tamil  language. 
Leaving  Singapore.  Re-packing  the  bags. 

CHAPTER  7  CHICAGO 

Oct  18,  2002.  Singapore  to  Chicago.  Parrot.  Fr.  Antwan  Latchin 
and  Fr.  Thomas  Mathew.  Fr.  Dr.  George  Thoma.  St.  Andrew’s 
parish.  D.Min.  degree.  Translation  from  Assyrian  to  English.  Five 
parishes  in  Chicago.  Mar  Gewargis  Church.  Fr.  Shelemon  Hasqial. 
Deacon  &  Dorothy  Chacko,  Mathew  Chackola.  Mar  Odisho 
Church  in  Pulasky  Road.  Unity  in  India  in  November  1995. 

Mart  Maryam  Church  in  Rosalie.  15  August  1997.  1552  Split  of 
John  Soolaqa.  Rabban  Hormizd  monastery.  Mar  Raphael  Bidawid. 
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Fr  Khoshaba  Bouza.  St.John’s  Church.  Fr.  Charles  Klutz.  Dr.  Saji 
Alex.  Indianapolis.  Briana.  Rhyme  of  Patty  cake.  Patriarch’s 
consecration  anniversary.  Qurbana  at  St.  John’s  Church.  On 
Sunday  20"'  October  dinner  at  Hanging  Gardens.  Banquet  Hall 
at  Belmont,  River  Grove  Freidoun  Benjamin,  President  ofMotwa 
Committee.  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV.  Mar  Narsai  Metropolitan, 
Bishop  Mar  Meelis. 

Stay  with  Asha  and  Paul  Furlough.  Leela  and  Alex.  Sophie,  Asha’s 
baby, Addison  from  Atlanta.  Mrs.  Juliet  Kasha.  Sheba  Mandu. 
Calendar  2003.  Evangalion  book  printed  in  J997.New  large  New 
Testament  of  1846.  Fr  Shleemon  Hasqiel,  editor  of  Voice  From 
the  East.  Alabama  Paper  Company.  Tuscaloosa.  Mathew  Chakola, 
Sally  and  David. Birmingham  airport.  Sniper. 

Back  in  Chicago.  Shamasha  Lawrence  Nemato.  Patriarchal 
Cathedral  of  Mar  Sargis  consecrated  in  March  21,  1952.  Mar  Eshai 
Shimon  consecrating  Mar  Timotheus  on  10  October  1971.  Dallas, 
Texas  Oct  27,2002  Qurbana  at  Mar  Gewargis  Church  Chicago. 
Going  to  Texas,  Sebi  Paul  of  (CISCO  Systems)  Going  to  Dallas, 
Maya,  Kristna’s  ?h  birth  anniversy.  Donald  Daniel  Assyrian 
businessman.  Wife  Lila  and  three  sons.  Ramsha  prayer.  Geevar 
from  Kunnamkulam.  Anand  Mangalam  studying  in  Moscow,  Idaho. 
Dr  C,  V,  Jacob,  C.V.  Abraham,  businessman,  Xanadu.  Departure 
from  Dallas  to  Austin  to  Memphis,  Birmingham,  Washington  D.C. 

CHAPTER  8  SIXTH  VISIT  TO  GERMANY 

Frankfurt,  Youhanna  Sibo  and  Slewo  Madja.  Wiesbadan.  Matte 
Mirza.  Sieham  Adam  Mirza,  Deacon  Adam  in  Saraspiedo,  Khabour, 
Syria,  Richard  Panneburg.  Archdeacon  Bityou  Bityou 
Joumana.Qurbana  in  the  Catholic  Church  in  Rambagh,.  Three 
deacons  (George  Marogi  Kelaita,  Warda  Pithyon  Warda,  Esam 
Warda)  as  well  as  archdeacon  Bithyou  assisted.  Nineveh  club. 
Memorial  breakfast  for  Siam,  wife  of  Antwan.  Stuttgart. 
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:HAPTER  9  IN  ROME 

November  4,  2002.  Rome.  Fr.  Dr.  George  Toma  in  airport. 
Immigration  at  the  airport.  Schengen  visa.  My  441'  trip.  Pope’s 
100  visits.  Vatican  city  state  Lateran  Treaty  of  11  February  1929. 
Assyrian-Vatican  Dialogue.  Bishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro.  Fr.  John 
Bonny.  Food  served  at  tables.  Change  of  venue  in  Rome  Fr.  Antwan 
Latchin.  Archbishop  Cyril  Boustros  from  Lebanon.  Cardinal  Aloys 
Grillmeier  in  Frankfurt.  Sr.  Teresa  Hainthaler.  Quotations  from 
Protestant  writers.  Fr.  Dimitri  Salacha.  Fr.  George  Nedungatt  S.J. 
Press  Release  Dated  9  November  2002.  Change  of  venue  of  the 
Dialogue.  Bishop  Marc  Ouellet  was  appointed  as  Archbishop  of 
Quebec,  Canada.  1  la‘  November  going  to  Ventimiglia  by  train  from 
Rome.  Return  to  Rome  after  three  days. 

:hapter  10  CONCLUSION 

Friday  15th  November  2002.  Rome  to  Frankfurt.  Difficulties  in 
Frankfurt  airport.  To  New  Delhi.  Fr.Mohan  Konikara  and  Joby 
Emmatty.  Indira  Gandhi  International  airport.  Mar  Thoma 
Bishop’s  House  in  Delhi  known  as  the  Mar  Thoma  Centre.  An 
ecumenical  celebration  Saturday  evening.  On  Sunday  IT' 
November  Holy  Qurbana  for  our  members  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Mar  Thoma  Bishop  in  New  Delhi.  Sharing  in  the  leadershio  of 
the  final  ecumenical  service  with  the  Catholic  archbishop,  Mar 
Thoma  Bishop,  Orthodox  Metropolitan  and  the  Bishop  of  the 
Church  of  North  India.  Common  Christian  witness  in  the  capital 
city  of  India.  Christian  Pop  singer  Vijay  Benedict. 

Temperature  increasing.  Bill  Gates  donates  4.8  million  rupees. 
Promise  of  using  Malayalam  language  in  XP  programmes.  Dr. 
George  Kiraz.  American  Dollar  Rs.  47  while  the  German  Euro  gives 
50  rupees.  In  August  Euro  is  50  and  in  Dollar  is  45.  Security  checks 
in  the  airports.  Mercedes  Benz  plant  in  Poona.  Hillary  Clinton  s 
book.  J.  Kathleen  Knowling’s  book  on  Harry  Potter. 
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FOREWORD 

God’s  Child  on  the  Roads  of  the  World: 
Introduction  to  Mar  Aprem’s  Travelogue 


Two  Trips  in  2002 


The  author  of  this  book,  His  Grace  Mar  Aprem,  has  roamed  the 
routes  of  our  globe  for  more  than  forty  years.  A  good  number  of 
travelogues  testify  to  his  keen  interest  in  everything  that  he  has 
encountered  on  his  way.  Certainly,  his  attention  has  been  and  is  still 
focussed  most  of  all  on  the  many  members  of  his  home  Church,  the 
Indian  Archdiocese  of  the  Church  of  the  East,  whom  he  finds 
dispersed  over  all  five  continents. 

As  a  good  spiritual  father,  he  cares  for  all  of  them  and  prays  for  them, 
and  wherever  he  goes,  he  celebrates  the  Holy  Qurbana  in  the  local 
Assyrian  churches  for  their  salvation  and  for  that  of  the  whole  world. 
But  he  regards  with  candid  and  curious  eyes,  thirsty  for  new  knowledge, 
every  phenomenon  which  he  comes  across,  and  he  notices,  from  the 
perspective  that  is  unmistakably  his,  even  the  slightest  detail.  Perhaps 
only  an  Indian  -  and,  moreover,  an  Indian  Christian  -  is  able  to  see 
with  so  much  humour  but  also  so  much  understanding  the  various 
phenomena  of  our  Western  society,  so  odd  and  many  times  irrational, 
which  we  unconsciously  -  and  certainly  erroneously  -  tend  to  regard 
as  the  best  of  all  possible  worlds. 

Mar  Aprem  is  the  first  Indian-born  archbishop  in^the  Indian 
archdiocese  of  the  Church  of  the  East.  He  completed  his  studies  in 
India  and  the  United  States.  Some  of  his  scholarly  achievements, 
such  as  his  M.Th.  thesis  on  the  history'  of  The  Council  of  Ephesus  of 
431  (submitted  in  1966  and  published  in  1978)  and  his  recent  History 
of  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  in  the  Txuentieth  Century  (2003), 
defended  as  a  Ph.D.  thesis  at  the  Mahatma  Gandhi  University  (Saint 
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Ephrem  Ecumenical  Research  Institute)  in  Kottayam,  are  or  will 
become  standard  reference  works  in  the  scholarly  literature.  I  make 
much  use  of  them  in  my  classes  on  the  history  of  dogma  and  Church 
history.  They  give  the  students  reliable  first-hand  knowledge  on  the 
topics  treated,  and  at  certain  points  the  information  provided  by 
these  books  is  absolutely  irreplaceable. 

As  somebody  deeply  interested  in  Indian  Church  history,  I  also  make 
much  recourse,  with  great  benefit,  to  his  books  dealing  with  this 
topic,  some  of  them,  such  as  The  Chaldean  Syrian  Church  in  India 
(1977),  based  on  his  D.Th.  dissertation,  The  Chaldean  Syrian  Church 
in  Trichur.  He  has  also  done  much  in  order  to  make  the  tradition 
and  the  histoiy  of  his  Church  and  the  Assyrian  people  known  to  a 
wider  audience.  Other  books  of  his,  such  as  the  ones  on  Nestorian 
Fathers  (cl 976,  2002),  Nestorian  Missions  (cl 976,  2002),  and  Nestorian 
Theology  (1978),  testify  to  his  care  to  give  an  appropriate  picture  not 
only  of  the  theological  views  of  his  Church,  but  also  of  the  Assyrians’ 
heroic  efforts  in  history  for  the  preservation  and  the  spreading  of 
their  Christian  faith  in  the  hostile  or  indifferent  environments  of 
Mesopotamia,  Inner  Asia  and  the  Far  East. 

We  Europeans,  being  heirs  to  an  imperial  and  majority  Christian 
tradition,  deeply  need  these  testimonies  to  a  different,  non-impenal, 
Christian  experience  of  a  Church  which  was  the  first  to  bring  tnc 
Gospel  even  to  China  and  Japan,  while  it  also  cared  for  the  spiritual 
well-being  of  the  Indian  Christians.  In  all  his  scholarly  works,  Mar 
Aprem  combines  profound  erudition  with  the  keen  sense  -  but  more 
than  this,  the  ardent  passion  -  for  facts  and  evidence  of  a  born 
historian.  And  he  presents  his  evidence  in  the  light  and  agreeable 
style  of  a  skilled  litterateur.  But  Mar  Aprem  is  also  well  known  for  his 
collections  of  jokes,  among  which  Laugh  with  the  Bishop  has  also  been 
translated  into  Russian.  He  is  a  great  collector  of  jokes,  because  he 
is  convinced  that  humour  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  tor  the 
difficulties  of  life  and  is  essential  for  our  psychic  and  spiritual  health. 
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Mar  Aprem  has  travelled  much,  due  to  his  obligations  to  represent 
both  his  local  diocese  in  the  Holy  Synod  of  the  Church  of  the  East 
and  his  Church  at  the  ecumenical  meetings,  as  well  as,  in  general, 
in  the  international  community.  During  his  trips  he  would  never 
miss  any  opportunity  to  celebrate  the  Holy  Qurbana  at  local  Assyrian 
churches,  as  he  is  deeply  attached  to  the  Eucharist,  for  the  service 
of  which  he  first  became  a  cleric  and  a  bishop.  Churchgoers  know 
that  although  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  is  always  a  solemn 
and  impressive  event,  much  depends  on  the  priest  who  serves.  It  is 
only  some  who  celebrate  the  Eucharist  in  a  beautiful  manner,  and 
Mar  Aprem  is  one  of  them. 

He  also  has  assumed  the  task  of  making  his  unduly  ignored  Church 
known  in  wider  circles.  So  he  lectures  at  various  assemblies.  As  a 
good  sower  of  seeds,  he  does  not  distinguish  between  opportunities 
and  invitations,  and  speaks  with  equal  dedication  and  enthusiasm 
to  theologians,  academics,  university  and  high-school  students,  and 
little  children.  On  every  occasion  he  chooses  the  appropriate  words 
and  tone,  so  that  his  audience  is  always  enriched  with  new  and  easily 
comprehensible  information.  The  style  of  his  lectures  is  simple, 
straightforward  and  sincere,  just  as  in  his  written  prose,  and  is  salted 
with  good  humour,  an  unmistakable  mark  of  any  true  spirituality. 

This  spring  I  had  the  honour  and  the  opportunity  to  invite  him  to 
Hungary,  where  he  gave  two  lectures:  one  for  a  learned  audience  at 
the  Central  European  University,  Budapest,  and  one  for  high-school 
students  studying  in  the  Benedictine  Abbey  of  Pannonhalma.  For 
most  of  those  who  listened  to  his  lectures,  this  was  the  first 
opportunity  to  meet  any  member  of  the  Church  of  the  East,  and 
the  overwhelming  majority  had  no  or  almost  no  previous  knowledge 
of  the  Assyrians. 

Mar  Aprem  addressed  both  audiences  in  his  free  and  easy  manner, 
charmed  them  with  his  jokes,  and  almost  imperceptibly  filled  the 
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gaps  in  their  knowledge.  In  both  cases  the  lectures  were  followed  by 
lively  discussions,  in  which  the  most  frequently  asked  questions 
concerned  the  “Nestorian”  Christology  of  the  Church  of  the  East 
(people  wanted  to  know  whether  they  truly  believe  in  “two  Sons”  or 
two  “subjects”  in  Christ)  and  the  pre-colonial  history  of  Christianity 
in  India. 

In  these  discussions  Mar  Aprem  proved  to  be  someone  equally  able 
to  answer  at  the  appropriate  level  the  difficult  questions  of  university 
professors  and  the  naive  queries  of  the  children.  At  these  moments 
I  realised  how  important  a  duty  it  is  to  raise  awareness  in  the  West 
about  Christianity  existing  outside  the  traditional  Western  Christian 
world.  This  is  a  duty  of  which  Mar  Aprem  is  fully  aware.  But  he  also 
has  realised  that  it  is  equally  important  to  make  the  outside  world 
known  to  those  Indians  who  do  not  have  the  same  opportunities  to 
travel  that  Mar  Aprem  has.  Thus  his  travelogues  are  written  so  that 
they  speak  in  both  directions.  So,  as  a  go-between,  he  links  one  with 
another  the  various  people  who,  either  in  person  or  through  his 
writings,  know  and  love  him,  so  that  they  also  may  know  and  love 
their  distant  neighbours  living  on  other  continents.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  his  books  are  equally  read  in  India,  Europe  and  America,  and 
that  Mar  Aprem  has  admirers  not  only  among  Christians,  but  also 
among  Hindus  and  Muslims. 

Mar  Aprem’s  deliberate  simplicity  of  style  reflects  the  simplicity  of 
his  life  and  manners.  Although  a  Metropolitan  bishop  and  the 
representative  of  thirty  thousand  faithful  of  the  Assyrian  Church  in 
India,  he  lives  a  very  simple  and  modest  life.  Wherever  he  travels, 
he  always  chooses  the  cheapest  means  of  transport.  He  is  satisfied 
with  whatever  food  he  receives  and  considers  the  rich  experiences 
that  he  gathers  as  his  main  nourishment.  It  is  with  this  same 
nourishment  that  he  also  feeds  us.  Many  times  his  simple  and 
apparently  occasional  observations  contain  -  under  a  modest  veil  - 
important  intellectual  or  spiritual  messages. 
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I  cite  only  one  example  from  the  present  book.  His  “economic” 
considerations  at  the  end  of  Chapter  Two  on  the  exchange  rates  of 
currencies  (the  euro,  the  dollar  and  the  Indian  rupee),  in  which 
Mar  Aprem  expresses  his  seemingly  naive  wish  to  see  all  currencies 
equal  and  exchanged  one  for  one,  in  fact  reveal  a  profound  vision 
on  the  inequalities  of  our  world.  For  if  -  paradigmatically  speaking 
-  a  cup  of  tea  costs  two  rupees  in  Kerala  and  two  euros  in  Rome, 
while  one  euro  is  worth  almost  Fifty  rupees,  this  means  that  any  Indian 
product  will  be  extremely  cheap  for  the  Westerners  and  any  Western 
product  very  expensive  for  the  Indians. 

Moreover,  if  we  conceive  of  approximately  the  same  proportions  in 
salaries,  this  means  that  the  same  work  done  in  India  is  fifty  times 
cheaper  than  in  the  West.  The  Bible  considers  killing  and  depriving 
the  worker  of  his  due  salary  as  equally  horrible  sins  (Sir  34:22),  and 
in  common  language  this  is  called  exploitation.  We  talk  a  great  deal 
about  these  issues,  and  all  sensitive  people  agree  that  something 
should  be  done  to  reverse  this  process.  But  I  have  never  come  across 
such  a  mild  and  gentle,  but  at  the  same  time  profound  and  pertinent, 
formulation  of  this  problem  as  that  in  Mar  Aprem’s  words. 

In  fact,  I  admire  him  for  many  qualities  of  his,  but  perhaps  most  for 
this  gentle,  candid,  humorous  and  childlike  gaze  with  which  he  sees 
the  world,  while  still  understanding  its  profound  structures.  I  hope 
that  the  readers  of  this  travelogue,  which  is  the  sixtieth  book  that 
Mar  Aprem  has  published,  will  enjoy  it  and  will  be  instructed  by  it 
as  I  have  enjoyed  it  and  become  instructed.  It  is,  furthermore,  my 
wish  that  Mar  Aprem  may  continue  sharing  with  us  his  literary  talents 
and  wisdom. 

Central  European  University 
Budapest,  September  17,  2003 
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PART  I 


Chapter  One 


INTRODUCTION 

n-  2002  I  took  two  trips  abroad.  In  February-  March  I  went  to 
Vienna,  Chicago  and  New  York.  I  had  enough  material  to  write  a 
ravelogue.  But  time  constraints  on  me  desisted  the  urge  to  write  a 
ravelogue.  Then  in  October-November  I  made  a  journey  to 
Singapore,  Chicago.  Germany  and  Rome.  That  made  me  to  write 
iown  my  impressions  before  I  forget. 

[  was  full  of  fresh  ideas  to  write  .  But  Christmas,  New  Year  etc  made 
me  busy.  At  the  same  time  I  knew  that  I  would  not  get  free  time.  I 
should  plunge  into  actual  writing  if  I  wanted  a  travelogue  of  2002 
trips  written.  I  believe  that  it  is  not  easy  to  write  a  travelogue.  I  cannot 
remember  the  names  and  "details  of  the  places  I  toured  in  these  two 
rips.  I  have  not  kept  a  day-to-day  diary.  Yet  I  did  attempt  a  travelogue. 
Whether  this  has  been  a  successful  venture  depends  upon  the  readers 
to  tell  me  constructive  comments  in  order  to  improve  on  the  quality 
of  writing. 

The  Literature  page  of  the  New  Sunday  Express  dated  March  9, 
2003  comments  on  the  Indian  writers  who  write  travelogues  in 
English.  Commenting  on  the  book  of  Dom  Moraes  and  Sarayu 
Srivatsa  Out  of  God’s  Oven:  Travels  in  a  Fractured  Land, the  wiiter 
Jeyamohan  comments  that  Dom  Moraes  thinks  that  the  Indian 
people  are  inferior  people. 

Look  at  our  Indian  English  authors:  almost  everyone 
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belongs  to  the  upper  class,  and  is  educated  at 
prestigious  schools,  which  are  the  status  symbols  of 
our  society  followed  by  higher  studies 

abroad . Not  a  single  English  writer  has  come 

from  the  exploited  masses.  That  is  why  we  can  see 
only  talent,  not  creativity,  in  Indian  English  writing. 
Creativity  is  an  expression  of  compassion. 

These  worshippers  of  Raj  travel  through  India  in  air- 
conditioned  cars,  stay  at  star  hotels  and  write  about 
poverty-stricken  India  with  a  chuckle. 


I  have  tried  to  observe  the  things  seen  and  made  comments  with  a 
view  to  understand  the  historical  and  sociological  events  around  us. 

I  did  not  visit  places  and  churches  as  I  used  to  do  in  my  earlier 
years.  I  began  to  realise  that  I  have  grown  old.  I  cannot  run  around 
places  any  more.  Even  on  the  many  topics  of  interest  that  come  in 
my  remarks  I  limit  my  description  to  barest  minimum. 


I  did  go  near  the  Twin  Towers  of  the  World  Trade  Centre  in  New 
York  to  observe  from  close  distance  that  there  was  no  more  TWIN 
TOWERS  standing  there.  It  is  incredible  to  think  of  it.  In  my  trip  of 
12001  I  was  there  in  that  mighty  building.  Now  that  huge  edifice  is 
nothing  but  dust. 

People  from  various  walks  of  life  are  dabbling  in  things  literary. 
Presidents  of  nations,  cricketers,  sportsmen,  government  officials  (in 
India  the  IAS  men),  doctors,  engineers,  ministers  and  some 
clergymen  write  memoirs  and  other  literary  works.  The 
internationally  known  Madonna  captured  attention  of  literary 
persons  when  she  announced  that  she  was  writing  a  children’s  book 
known  as  The  English  Roses,  due  this  year.  Madonna  will  create 
more  visibility  than  the  less  glamorous  writers. 
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More  than  my  travelogues  and  books  on  church  history  including 
my  two  doctorate  Dissertations  my  books  on  humour  have  captured 
the  admiration  of  my  readers.  One  of  the  six  books  on  humour, 
LAUGH  WITH  THE  BISHOP  has  reached  the  7"'  edition  with  a 
total  of  33,000  copies. 

In  Outlook  dated  March  24,  2003  I  read  that  some  writers  will  do 
anything  to  get  noticed  including  “bringing  up  their  own  books  as  a 
helping  hand  to  climb  up  the  best  seller  list.  These  aie  the  tiicks 
of  the  trade  which  I  do  not  dare  practice,  as  I  do  not  want  to  be  a 
millionaire  through  my  writing  career. 

The  controversial  dictator  of  Iraq,  Saddam  Hussein  wrote  two 
romantic  novels.  The  first  one  Zabiba  and  the  king  was  adapted 
into  a  six-hour  musical.  His  second  book  The  Fortified  Castle 
became  an  instant  best  seller.  The  Iraqi  bookstores  had  another 
book,  first  non-fiction.  Men  and  the  City.  Saddam  Hussein’s 
autobiography  was  written  under  his  famous  pen  name  He  who  wrote 
it  deals  with  his  life  up  to  the  age  of  22. 

In  the  New  Indian  Express,  Kochi  dated  Fridayjune  6,  2003  we  read 
in  p.13  that  Kerala  may  witness  11.4  percent  growth  in  travel  and 

tourism. 

ENS  Economic  Bureau 

Mumbai,  June  5:  Tourist  inflow  into  Kerala  is 
projected  to  increase  by  1 1.4  per  cent  every  year  over 
the  coming  decade,  according  to  a  study  released  by 
the  World  Travel  Sc  Tourism  Council  (WTTC).  The 
Tourism  Satellite  Accounting  Research  2003  was  done 
by  the  WTTC  in  collaboration  with  the  Kerala 
government. 

This  report,  the  first  simulated  Tourism  Satellite 
Account  (TSA)  for  an  Indian  State,  estimates  the 
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current  performance  of  Kerala’s  travel  Sc  tourism 
sector  and  provides  forecasts  based  on  the  most  recent 
national  and  international  data  fed  into  econometric 
models  developed  by  WTTC’s  research  partner, 
Oxford  Economic  Forecasting.  It  quantifies  all  aspects 
of  travel  Sc  tourism  demand, 

From  personal  consumption  to  business  purchases, 
capital  investment,  government  spending  and  exports. 

In  fact  Kerala  is  one  of  the  first  state  governments 
anywhere  to  quantify  the  far-reaching  contribution  of 
travel  Sc  tourism  to  economic  growth  and 
employment,  thanks  to  the  implementation  of  this 
new  accounting  concept  approved  by  the  United 
Nations  Statistical  Commission. 


In  The  New  Indian  Express,  Kochi.  Dated  June  5,  2003  we  read  in 
Page  13. 

Indians  see  globalization  as  good,  consumerism  as  threat 

Washington,  June  4:  Indians  see  globalization  as  good 
but  view  consumerism  as  a  culture  threat,  the  2003 
Global  Attitudes  survey  by  the  Washington-based  Pew 
research  Centre  for  the  People  and  the  Press  notes. 

The  survey  sample  was  predominantly  urban. 

Most  Indians  say  growing  trade,  communication  and 
travel  are  good  for  the  country,  and  that  technologies 
such  as  television  and  cell  phones  have  improved  life, 
it  said. 

Foreign  cultural  imports  (movies,  music)  and  other 
products  are  also  viewed  favourably  by  significant 
majorities.  But  53  per  cent  majority  say  consumerism 
and  commercialism  are  a  threat  to  Indian  culture. 


18 


Introduction 


Globalization  gets-  credit  for  some  ol  the  positive 
changes  people  see  in  India,  such  as  availability  of 
food  and  modern  medical  treatment,  the  survey  said. 

Most  Indians  think  working  conditions  and  the  gap 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  have  all  got  worse  over 
the  past  five  years  (63  per  cent  and  71  per  cent, 
respectively),  but  only  a  minority  attribute  these 
problems  to  increasing  globalization. 

The  best  way  to  travel,  an  essayist  once  wrote,  is  in  your  imagination. 
Pico  Iyer  is  finally  heeding  that  advice.  His  travels  have  resulted  in 
some  of  his  best  non-fiction  work  but  he  is  now  surfing  the  larger 
landscape  of  the  imagination.  “I  am  travelling  a  little  less  but 
journeying  more  into  the  imagination,”  says  Iyer,  in  Delhi  for  the 
release  of  his  novel  Abandon. 

Four  years  Iyer,  an  essay  writer  with  Time,  has  delighted  fellow 
travellers,  wannabe  globetrotters  and  armchair  back-packers  with  his 
tales  of  travel  and  incisive  observations  about  what  happens  when 
the  remote  meets  the  familiar. 

And  Iyer  is  not  unduly  perturbed  about  the  export  of  American 
culture.  MI  went  to  the  McDonald’s  here  in  Delhi  and  had  masala 
chat.  The  menu  is  so  different  from  any  other  McDonald  s.  Except 
the  M.  sign  it’s  all  different.  Old  cultures  will  take  other  influences 
but  are  too  strong  to  really  change. 

Indians  are  the  second  largest  numbers  of  speakers  of  English,  ahead 
even  of  Englishmen  and  next  only  to  Americans.  But  as  in  all 
marriages  of  convenience,  it  is  a  love-hate  relationship.  My  fiiends 
used  to  ask  me  “Do  you  really  believe  that  Indians  should  be  allowed 

to  write  English  in  public.''” 
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Despite  persistent  attempts  to  displace  by  Indian 
languages  as  the  language  of  instruction,  of  justice 
and  governance,  English  continue  to  be  the  common 
language  of  the  public  sphere.  Where  personal 
volition  is  unrestrained,  its  mastery  is  considered 
indispensable.  Even  illiterate  persons  of  meager 
Incomes  are  skimping  and  saving  to  send  their 
children  to  what  “used  to  be  called  Convent  Schools” 
to  make  them  acquire  a  command  of  English  that  has 
become  indispensable  for  the  relatively  comfortable 
life  that  they  themselves  had  not  known  but  would 
wish  to  provide  for  their  progeny. 

In  a  world  in  which  English  has  almost  totally 
displaced  other  languages  as  the  language  of 
international  communication,  Knowledge  of  English 
give  a  head  start  to  Indians  for  newer  pastures  in  the 
English  speaking  world,  particularly  in  the  United 
States.  And  with  the  new  information  technology 
making  knowledge  of  English  indispensable,  the 
historical  accident  of  two  hundred  years  of  English 
mastery  has  added  a  new,  utilitarian  (and  democratic) 
opportunity  to  greater  affluence.  It  has  given  us  an 
edge  over,  say,  the  Chinese  who  are  furiously  trying 
to  learn  the  lanmiase. 

This  travelogue  captioned  Two  Trips  in  Two  Thousand  Two  is  not 
meant  to  be  a  best  seller.  Harry  Potter’s  book  was  sold  in  India  for 
Rs.  795  (about  $  17).  But  the  pirated  copy  was  available  for  Rs.  250 
in  India.  If  one  bargains,  it  was  available  for  Rs.  175. 

The  royalty  offered  to  Mrs.  Hilary  Clinton  for  her  book  of  562  pages 
on  experiences  in  the  White  House  during  8  years  was  8  million 
dollars.  An  advance  of  2.85  million  dollars  were  given  to  Mrs.  Clinton 


•# 
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Perhaps  some  publisher  interested  to  make  a  few  million  more  may 
pay  an  advance  of  more  than  3  million  dollars  to  Mr.  Clinton  to 
write  his  experiences  of,  or  experiments  in,  the  White  House  during 
those  8  years.  Somebody  may  go  to  Court  to  make  it  mandatory  that 
an  announcement  should  be  printed  in  the  front  cover  that  it  should 
be  read  by  only  those  above  18  years  of  age.  That  is  a  sure  guarantee 
that  those  below  18  years  of  age  will  definitely  read  it,  privately  if 
not  publicly. 

An  Indian  writer,  Vikram  Seth,  a  winner  of  Booker  Prize,  got  $1.3 
million  from  Time  War  Books  for  his  memoir  captioned  “Two  Lives’ . 
This  book  is  about  his  great  uncle  Shanti  and  aunt  Henny,  a  German 
Jew.  Seth’s  famous  book  ‘A  Suitable  Boy’,  which  was  chosen  as  one 
of  the  B.B.C’s  100  great  novels,  has  sold  a  million  copies. 

Nobody  has  to  rush  to  buy  this  book  of  mine.  The  1000  copies 
printed  will  remain  for  a  long  time  for  the  people  who  care  to  read 
my  travelogues,  which  are  filled  with  information  about  church  and 
the  people  1  met  in  my  travels. 

As  usual  I  am  grateful  to  all  those  who  offered  me  hospitality  during 
the  two  trips  I  made  in  2002.  My  gratitude  to  all  those  who  assisted 
me  and  read  through  this  manuscript  especially  Mrs.Tessy  from  our 
Mar  Thoma  Shleekha  parish,  Pattikad,  near  Trissur.  One  of  my  priests 
Fr.E.V.Antony  (who  was  a  student  of  Assyrian  language  for  more  than 
two  years  in  Baghdad  before  the  2003  war),  was  of  help  to  me.  My 
thanks  to  Mr.  Joseph  Francis  my  typist  for  nearly  30  years  who  did 
part  of  the  typing  of  this  travelogue. 

My  gratitude  to  Dr.  Istvan  Perczel  of  the  Central  European  University 
in  Budapest,  Hungary  for  writing  a  fitting  foreword  to  this  small 

book. 
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Mar  Narsai  Press  has  printed  this  book  reasonably  well.  Still  I  do 
not  think  I  have  achieved  my  goal  of  seeing  a  book  of  mine  without 
any  mistake. 

This  book  is  ready  for  the  public  to  read  on  this  day,  September  21, 
2003,  the  35'1'  anniversary  of  my  Episcopal  consecration,  which  took 
place  in  Baghdad,  Iraq. 

Trichur  -1 

21  September  2003  Mar  Aprem 
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PRO  ORIENTE 

Pro  Oriente  is  a  foundation  started  by  Alfred  Cardinal  Koenig  in 
1971  in  his  archdiocese  of  Vienna  in  Austria.  This  was  founded  to 
bring  the  West  and  East  closer.  Since  1971  Pro  Oriente  made  many 
consultations  with  the  Oriental  Orthodox  churches.  In  1994  Pro 
Oriente  started  the  Syriac  Commission  bringing  together  all  the 
Syriac  speaking  churches. 

Vienna  where  Pro  Oriente  has  its  meetings  is  a  familiar  place  to  me. 
It  is  one  of  the  beautiful  cities  of  Europe.  It  was  in  June  1990  I  first 
visited  that  city.  I  was  to  deliver  a  talk  entitled  “Was  Nestorius  a 
Nestorian?”  in  the  one-man  symposium  arranged  for  me.  I  was  the 
first  bishop  from  the  Church  of  the  East  to  participate  in  a 
programme  arranged  by  the  Pro  Oriente  Foundation  founded  by 
His  Eminence  Alfred  Cardinal  Koenig,  the  then  Archbishop  of 
Vienna,  who  is  now  over  98  years  old. 

Later  the  Syriac  Commission  was  formed  to  continue  active,  but 
unofficial  dialogue  among  the  churches  of  Syriac  tradition,  which 
means,  both  Catholic  and  non-Catholic,  both  East  Syrian  and  West 
Syrian,  both  old  Calendarists  and  the  new  Calendarists.  Now  what  I 
have  written  is  not  meant  to  confuse  the  ordinary  reader.  But  at  the 
same  time  it  is  difficult  to  educate  the  ordinary  readers  with  the 
Christological  controversies  of  431  AD  at  Ephesus  and  die  separation 
of  the  Oriental  Orthodox  churches  in  451  AD  at  the  Council  of 
Chalcedon,  which  is  counted  by  many  churches  as  the  fourth 
Ecumenical  Council  and  the  calendar  split  in  the  church  of  the  East 
during  1964-68. 
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Every  time  we  meet  in  Vienna  we  meet  somewhat  the  same  scholars. 
But  occasionally  there  were  two  or  three  new  scholars  depending 
on  the  topic  of  our  study.  These  are  like  study  conferences.  We  call 
them  consultations.  We  ask  some  body  to  prepare  a  paper.  Then 
there  is  a  discussion.  Some  times  we  try  to  criticize  the  paper  thinking 
that  it  is  not  bringing  out  the  true  position  of  that  tradition.  We 
learn  a  lot  of  things  from  each  other’s  tradition.  It  is  a  good  learning 
process.  Sometimes  we  try  to  defend  our  theological  position  and 
-  attack  the  view  of  the  opponents. 

When  the  issue  of  Nestorius  comes  up  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  East,  whether  the  old  Calendar  or  the  new  Calendar,  defend 
him.  The  members  of  the  Coptic  Church  and  sometimes  the  Syrian 
Orthodox  church  oppose  our  views.  We  found  the  attacks  of  the 
Coptic  delegate  unreasonable  and  unecumincal.  Then  we  decided 
not  to  invite  Coptic  Church  delegate  in  our  study.  Because  this  is  a 
consultation  of  the  Syriac  churches.  The  Copts  have  no  place  in  it. 

But  they  are  same  in  theological  thinking  with  the  Syrian  Orthodox 
Church  on  the  issue  of  Nestorius.  They  consider  and  defend  Cyril 
of  Alexandria  a  saint  and  a  great  theologian  of  the  5'1’  century’.  But 
the  Church  of  the  East,  nicknamed  Nestorian,  always  defend 
Nestorius  and  attack  Cyril  of  Alexandria.  After  several  study  sessions 
we  have  become  more  ecumenical  and  decided  to  be  charitable  in 
our  comments.  After  excluding  the  delegate  from  the  Coptic  Church 
from  the  Pro  Oriente  Syriac  consultations  our  discussions  are  less 
heated. 

I  should  also  add  that  all  the  delegates  are  personal  friends. 
Theologically  they  take  the  position  taught  by  their  respective 
denominations.  They  are  expected  to  defend  their  churches’  view. 
But  at  the  same  time  we  are  open  to  new  information  on  the 
Christological  controversies  of  the  5,h  century.  Moreover  we  should 
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interpret  the  theological  differences  in  the  light  of  the  ecumenical 
developments  that  have  taken  place  in  recent  years.  We  should  be 
able  to  prepare  documents  that  can  clear  the  centuries  old 
misunderstandings  and  prepare  our  respective  churches  to  be 
relevant  to  the  3,<l  millennium. 

Of  course,  all  are  not  good  in  showing  a  smiling  face  when  they 
attack  their  opponents.  Some  do  it  mildly.  Some  delegates  announce 
that  they  do  not  want  to  water  down  the  differences.  They  want  a 
real  contrast  between  the  two  positions  taken  by  their  forefathers 
1600  years  ago. 

Personally  I  must  admit  that  I  have  learned  a  lot  from  attending  the 
consultations  arranged  by  Pro  Oriente  in  Vienna.  The  staff  at  the 
office  is  so  courteous.  They  care  for  us  well.  We  are  picked  from  the 
airport.  They  see  that  we  are  given  good  accommodation.  They 
arrange  for  taxis  for  us  to  be  dropped  at  the  airport  for  our  return 
journey.  And  I  must  gratefully  state  they  pay  for  all  expenses  including 
the  airfare. 

They  tell  us  to  travel  by  the  cheapest  and  direct  route.  Because  it  is 
God’s  money  which  the  church  in  the  archdiocese  of  Vienna 
contributes  for  the  study  of  the  eastern  churches.  As  for  me  I  prefer 
to  travel  by  the  cheapest  class.  I  go  by  the  second  class,  as  there  is 
no  third  class.  The  second  class  is  known  as  economy  class. 

EURO  CURRENCY 

At  the  beginning  of  January  2002,  the  largest  currency  exchange  in 
history  took  place,  as  euro  coins  and  bills  were  put  into  circulation 
in  12  participaung  Western  European  countries.  The  U.K.,  Denmark, 
and  Sweden  have  not  adopted  the  euro,  nor  have  Switzerland, 
Norway,  Iceland,  and  all  of  Eastern  Europe. 
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With  the  present  trend  of  Euro  much  ahead  of  the  US  dollar,  I  guess 
soon  some  of  the  European  countries  will  adopt  the  Euro. 

This  may  make  travelling  more  manageable— no  more  converting 
dollars  to  francs  or  to  lira  or  to  drachma  and  back  again.  But  gone 
will  be  the  individuality,  too,  of  visiting  these  foreign  countries. 
Concerns  that  the  transition  would  evoke  “euro-rage”  seem  to  be 
unfounded.  Retailers  are  asked  to  give  euros  as  change  and  ATMs 
dispense  only  the  new  bills. 

Consider  the  implications  of  the  unifying  European  continent.  About 
285  million  Americans  use  the  U.S.  dollar.  The  euro  is  beginning  to 
be  used  by  304  million  Europeans.  If  the  remaining  European  Union 
members  join  the  euro  zone,  that  sum  will  rise  to  378  million. 

Euro  was  of  less  value  than  the  American  dollar.  The  Americans 
thought  that  it  would  remain  so,  but  in  the  second  trip  of  that  year 
I  realized  in  Italy  the  Euro  was  stronger  than  the  American  dollar. 
America  quickly  came  to  its  old  position.  But  in  2003  dollar  is  down 
again.  When  one  gives  100  American  dollars  he  gets  only  85  Euro.  It 
is  not  only  the  difference  in  value,  but  also  the  bank  charges  for 
conversion. 

I  prefer  to  see  dollar  and  Euro  equal.  Also  to  save  the  conversion 
charges,  the  shops  should  accept  American  dollar  or  Euro  without 
the  trouble  of  using  calculators  etc.  It  will  be  first  step  to  a  universal 
dollar.  I  will  be  happy  if  I  get  one  American  dollar  for  one  rupee. 
Now  I  pay  48  rupees  for  one  dollar.  I  have  to  pay  50  rupees  for  one 
Euro.  At  present  in  August  2003  one  Euro  is  Rs.52,  while  the 
American  dollar  is  only  Rs.45. 

My  readers  will  think  that  I  am  an  ignorant  man  in  economics. 
Because  if  a  rupee  becomes  a  dollar,  then  I  will  lose  a  lot  of  money. 
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Today  when  we  get  1000  Euro  as  aid,  it  is  50  thousand  rupees.  If  my 
desire  is  fulfilled  we  will  get  only  1000  rupees  for  a  foreign  donation 
of  1000  Euro.  It  will  make  many  projects  supported  by  foreign 
funding  suddenly  bankrupt.  They  will  have  to  close  their  operations 
for  lack  of  finance. 

If  an  Indian  rupee  is  treated  equivalent  to  a  dollar,  the  present 
financial  systems  will  crumble.  But  in  some  transactions  it  may  be 
convenient.  I  can  get  one  cup  of  tea  for  Rs.  2  in  India  today.  If  I  give 
2  Euro  I  can  get  50  cups  of  tea  in  India.  But  in  Rome  I  will  get  only 
one  cup  of  tea  for  2  Euro  today.  In  the  new  system  I  dream  of,  I 
wish,  I  would  get  one  cup  of  tea  whether  I  pay  2  rupees  or  2  euro  in 
Rome  or  in  India. 
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CHICAGO  VIA  VIENNA 

On  Saturday  March  2,  2002  I  bid  good-bye  to  the  members  to  the 
Syriac  Commission  at  Palloti  House  in  Vienna.  Pro  Oriente  made 
necessary  arrangements  for  a  taxi  to  take  me  to  the  airport.  The 
taxi  driver  was  a  lady.  When  I  reached  the  airport  I  put  one  euro 
and  took  a  trolley.  Last  time  I  carried  my  baggage  to  save  some 
money.  But  this  time  I  knew  that  it  would  be  tiring  to  carry  my  two 
Baggage  weighing  27  kilograms  and  my  brief  case  without  a  trolley. 
I  will  be  pleased  with  the  authorities  to  make  this  trolley  free  of 
charge.  Some  travelers  have  no  coin. 

Poorer  countries  like  India  provide  trolley  free  of  charge  for  the 
passengers.  The  richer  countries  like  America  and  Europe  should 
look  into  the  policy  and  relieve  the  international  travellers  from  the 
tension  for  trying  to  get  a  coin.  The  airlines  could  charge  one  euro 
or  one  dollar  extra  on  the  ticket  and  pay  in  bulk  to  the  airports 
whenever  each  flight  lands.  Airport  authorities  can  increase  the 
landing  fee  of  each  flight  $200  or  Euro  200.  By  using  my  space  here 
I  hope  that  some  of  the  readers  of  this  book  who  have  influence  in 
high  places,  will  make  this  facility  available.  Almost  all  the 
international  passengers  need  the  trolley,  except  a  few  who  travel 
light  or  who  have  wheels  fixed  to  their  boxes  or  bags. 

When  I  was  in  the  airport,  the  other  bishop  Aprem  greeted.  Cyril 
Mar  Aprem  Kharim  is  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox 
Church  in  USA.  His  diocesan  headquarters  is  in  Newjersey.  I  knew 
his  predecessor,  Mar  Yeshua  Athanasius  Samuel  who  was  well  known 
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by  the  discovery  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  by  a  Bedouin  boy. 
Archbishop  Yeshua  Athanasius  Samuel  had  brought  this  valuable 
manuscript  to  America  and  sold  it  to  the  Jewish  people.  During  his 
long  tenure  in  New  Jersey  he  helped  many  members  of  the  Syrian 
Orthodox  Church  to  go  and  settle  down  in  America.  I  had  met 
him  when  I  was  studying  in  New  York  for  S.T.M.  degree  in  1966-67. 
In  1970  or  so  he  visited  me  in  my  Metropolitan  residence  in  Trichur, 
India. 

Cyril  Mor  Aphrem  Karim  had  argued  in  the  Pro  Oriente  meeting 
the  previous  day  that  his  Church  (Syrian  Orthodox  Church  under 
Patriarch  Mar  Zakka  Iwas  of  Damascus,  Syria)  does  not  recognize 
the  baptism  conducted  by  our  Church.  One  reason  he  stated  was 
that  we  do  not  have  Myron,  the  holy  oil  mixed  ceremoniously  with 
many  scented  oils  etc  with  prayers.  Many  delegates  present  in  the 
Syriac  Dialogue  were  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Syrian  Orthodox 
Church  does  not  recognize  our  baptism  as  valid. 

The  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  in  India  does  not  take  that  stand  when 
some  of  our  people  get  married  in  their  Churches  in  India.  The 
Roman  Catholics  recognize  the  baptism  of  our  Church  as  valid.  Most 
of  us  had  heard  about  the  Coptic  Church  re  baptizes  other  Christians. 
Being  an  Oriental  Orthodox  Church,  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church 
may  have  adopted  this  policy.  If  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  in 
India  will  adopt  this  policy  and  insist  to  re  baptize  the  girls  of  my 
Church  at  the  time  of  marriage  to  the  boys  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
some  of  their  boys  will  have  to  remain  bachelors  for  many  more 
years. 

In  this  connection  I  must  record  it  here  that  the  Syrian  Orthodox 
Church  has  changed  its  name  as  Syriac  Orthodox  Church  recently. 
The  reason  is  that  the  word  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  will  give  it  a 
feeling  that  the  members  of  this  church  come  from  Syria,  a  country 
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which  has  a  majority  of  Muslims.  They  prefer  to  use  Syriac,  which  is 
a  language  and  not  a  country,  or  people.  This  Church  is  an  Orthodox 
Church,  which  uses  Syriac  language  for  its  ecclesiastical  language. 

Of  course,  this  change  is  not  applicable  to  the  Church  in  India. 
Because  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  is  constantly  in  the  civil  courts 
of  India.  A  change  of  name,  even  if  it  is  on  one  letter,  may  result  in 
the  loss  of  properties  of  the  Church.  One  can  hold  on  to  the  old 
name,  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  and  claim  all  the  properties 
belonging  to  the  Church  under  the  old  name.  Technically  it  will  be 
correct.  Somebody  said  when  two  churches  unite  in  India;  it  will  not 
be  one  church.  There  will  be  three  churches.  One  in  the  name  of 
the  new  church.  The  other  two  groups  will  be  the  continuing  groups 
in  the  old  names. 

The  Coptic  Church  has  not  got  followers  in  many  countries  where 
our  Church  people  reside  such  as  India,  Iraq,  Iran,  Syria,  Lebanon 
etc.  In  America,  Australia,  Europe  etc  where  Assyrians  live  now, 
there  are  Coptic  Orthodox  Church  members.  But  I  think  so  far  no 
Assyrian  has  married  any  Coptic  Church  member.  The  Coptic 
Church  and  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  are  not  ecumenically 
close  to  each  other.  Nevertheless,  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  and 
the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  appear  to  have  better  relations  in 
India,  Iraq,  Syria,  Lebanon,  America  and  Australia.  Inter  marriages 
have  taken  place.  As  far  as  I  know,  there  was  no  instance  of  re¬ 
baptism  in  the  matrimonial  alliances. 

At  the  airport  and  in  the  aircraft  during  the  flight  from  Vienna  to 
Frankfurt  we  talked  for  two  hours  about  our  two  Churches.  We  are 
good  friends.  That  is  the  Christian  way.  At  Frankfurt  the  Syrian 
Orthodox  Metropolitan  had  to  take  another  flight  to  New  Jersey.  I 
had  to  board  another  flight  to  Chicago  direct  from  Frankfurt.  So  we 
departed  in  peace  in  different  directions. 
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As  I  was  traveling  for  the  first  time  after  my  hospitalization  in  October 
2001,  I  was  praying  to  our  Lord  to  give  me  good  health  during  my 
trip.  1  reached  the  same  day  in  the  familiar  O’ Hare  international 
airport  in  Chicago.  Since  I  was  arriving  in  the  USA  for  the  first  time 
after  the  tragedy  of  September  11,  2001  I  was  worried  that  I  would 
have  to  face  a  tough  time  to  get  through  the  Immigration  and 
Customs.  My  dress  resembles  that  of  Osama  Bin  Laden.  I  was 
prepared  for  any  interrogation  of  the  officials.  We  are  aliens  in 
diplomatic  parlance. 

By  the  grace  of  God  the  officials  did  not  question  me  much.  1  was 
able  to  get  out  of  the  immigration  and  customs  area  without  much 
delay,  I  was  happy  to  see  Fr.  Antwan  Latchin  was  waiting  at  the  gate 
to  receive  me  and  escort  me  to  the  Patriarchal  Residence  in  Morton 
Grove  near  Chicago.  I  had  met  Fr.  Antwan  in  1996  when  I  visited 
Sweden.  He  was  the  vicar  in  Stockholm  parish.  He  accompanied  me 
to  show  some  places  in  Sweden. 

f 

Fr.  Antwan  Latchin  was  in  Germany  as  a  deacon.  His  Holiness  Mar 
Dinkha  IV  during  one  of  his  Apostolic  visits  to  England  asked  him 
to  go  to  London  to  be  ordained  priest. 

Fr.  Antwan  had  narrated  me  earlier  that  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
face  at  the  immigration  in  the  Heathrow  airport,  London  when  he 
went  for  his  priestly  ordination.  After  some  years  in  Sweden,  he  came 
to  Chicago  to  reside  at  the  Patriarchal  residence  in  Morton  Grove. 
Although  he  does  not  have  a  parish  in  America  he  was  helping  in 
several  churches  in  the  city. 

I  went  straight  to  the  Patriarchal  residence  in  Morton  Grove.  His 
Holiness  Mar  Dinkha  IV  was  happy  to  see  me  in  good  health.  We 
talked  about  church  matters.  His  Holiness  was  seeing  me  for  the 
first  time  after  my  hospitalization  in  October  2001. 
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On  Sunday  March  3,  2002  I  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  in  Mar  Gewargis 
Church.  I  have  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  several  times  in  that 
Cathedral  since  1996. 

• 

On  Saturday  9  th  March  I  baptized  the  baby  of  Santhosh  and  Sumathi 
Nadakavukaren  in  Chicago.  This  was  done  in  the  small  chapel  in 
the  Mar  Gewargis  Cathedral.  Rev.Dr.George  Toma  who  is  the  only 
Assyrian  priest  in  our  church  who  had  visited  India  had  baptized 
their  first  baby  in  the  same  chapel.  Naturally  Indians  could  feel  closer 
to  a  priest  who  had  been  to  India. 

Actually  two  Assyrian  clergymen  who  died  in  Chicago  area  had 
worked  in  India  in  their  younger  days.  Both  these  Assyrian  clergymen 
were  two  great  scholars  of  Syriac  language  who  wrote  books  in  that 
language.  Their  names  will  be  definitely  in  the  list  of  top  ten  scholars 
of  the  twentieth  century  after  Rev.Joseph.Y.de  Kelaita. 

One  was  Deacon  Gewargis  Benjamin  from  Ashitha  in  Mesopotamia 
who  was  Malpan  in  Trichur  from  1929  to  1933.  Deacon  Gewargis 
Benjamin  was  the  favourite  student  of  Rev.  Joseph  de  Kelaita.He 
taught  Syriac  to  my  two  teachers  Fr.  P.  T.  Yohannan  and  Fr.  Francis 
Pullukaren.  I  had  stayed  in  his  home  in  Mosul,  Iraq  in  1962.  He 
died  in  Chicago  nearly  a  decade  ago. 

The  other  Malpan  who  was  a  deacon  in  India  during  1955  -58  was 
Kaku  Lazar  who  died  after  he  had  been  Archdeacon  in  Chicago, 
Toronto  etc.  I  had  stayed  in  his  house  also  in  1962  when  he  was 
vicar  in  the  Mar  Zaia  Cathedral  in  Karradat  Maryam  in  Baghdad. 

There  were  two  other  Assyrian  priests  in  America  who  had  visited 
India.  The  first  was  Archdeacon  Mannu  Oshana  who  accompanied 
Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun  in  Decemberl961  till  January  1962.  The 
second  piiest  to  go  to  India  was  Qasha  Ishaq  Rehana  who 
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accompanied  Bishop  Mar  Dinkha  of  Iran  in  his  apostolic  visit  to 
India  in  1967  during  the  time  when  Mar  Thoma  Darmo  was  the 
Metropolitan  in  India.  All  these  clergymen  died. 

To  keep  the  record  correct  I  must  add  that  there  is  an  Assyrian 
clergyman  in  America  in  the  old  calendar  who  had  been  to  India. 
Awiqam  Pithyou  Marbena  was  a  student  in  the  Seminary  in  India 
from  1966  to  68.  He  became  a  clergyman  after  he  returned  from 
India  to  Baghdad  in  September  1968. 

Bishop  Poulose  Mar  Poulose  ordained  him  a  deacon  and  priest  in 
Baghdad  on  Sunday  15,h  September  1968  along  with  Mar  Addai,  who 
was  made  metropolitan  on  22,,d  September  1968  and  Patriarch  in 
February  1972.  His  patriarchal  Residence  is  in  Baghdad.  He  follows 
the  old  Julian  calendar. 

Lazar  Thazhatha  (my  school  mate)  and  his  wife  Ammini  came  to 
attend  the  baptism.  The  parents  of  Santhosh,  Mr.  N.  I  Joseph  and 
his  wife  Molly  from  Trivandrum  in  India  were  there  to  be  godfather 
and  godmother  to  their  grand  child. 

When  I  returned  from  the  house  of  Fr.  Thomas  N.  Mathew,  the 
light  at  the  Patriarch’s  residence  was  automatically  lighted.  I 
wondered  how  anybody  in  the  house  knew  that  I  had  returned.  Then 
I  realized  that  there  were  some  sensors,  which  light  the  lights 
automatically.  If  a  person  or  a  vehicle  comes  near  to  the  house  the 
lights  automatically  become  on. 

Protection  from  burglars  is  taken  care  by  such  lights  and  burglar 
alarms.  I  happened  to  read  the  following  information  from  the 
Internet. 
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HOW  DO  AMERICANS  SPEND  THEIR  HOME-PROTECTION 
DOLLARS? 


41% 

33% 

18% 

15% 

14% 


Extra  Locks 
Automatic  Lighting 
Security  system 
Guard  dog 
Weapons 


There  is  no  guard  dog  at  the  Patriarchal  residence.  It  is  difficult  to 
feed  them  and  love  them.  Where  is  time  for  all  these?  In  the  winter 
Chicago  is  blessed  with  plenty  of  snow.  How  much  time  it  takes  to 
clean  up  the  driveway  if  you  want  to  take  the  car  out.  That  is  the 
reason  why  he  has  security  system  and  automatic  lighting.  Perhaps 
he  has  extra  locks  too.  When  I  first  went  to  stay  in  that  house,  the 
Patriarch  told  me  not  to  open  windows  or  door  before  the  security 
system  is  turned  off  in  the  morning.  Since  I  was  staying  there  for  a 
few  days  only  I  did  not  learn  how  to  turn  the  security  system  off.  I 
decided  not  to  touch  the  windows  or  doors  at  night  or  during  the 
early  morning  hours. 

On  Sunday  10,h  I  conducted  Qurbana  in  St.Johns  Assyrian  Church 
where  my  friend  Fr.  Charles  Klutz  is  the  vicar.  This  was  a  church, 
which  was  set  to  fire  soon  after  the  tragedy  of  September  11  the 
previous  year.  The  white  man  who  wanted  to  retaliate  chose  to  set 
fire  to  this  Assyrian  Church,  as  many  Assyrians  speak  Arabic  in 
addition  to  their  mother  tongue,  Assyrian. 

On  Sunday  3,d  March  the  Patriarch  had  celebrated  holy  Qurbana 
there  after  the  repair  of  the  damages  caused  by  the  fire.  On  lO'1' 
March  when  I  was  celebrating  in  that  church  I  was  happy  to  see  the 
church  fully  restored. 


34 


Chicago  via  Vienna 


Thomas  Mathew,  an  Indian  working  in  the  Cook  County  Hospital  as 
an  X-ray  technician  took  me  to  his  house.  I  was  able  to  check  my  e- 
mail  in  his  computer.  I  was  looking  for  an  opportunity,  as  the 
Patriarchal  Residence  does  not  have  e-mail  facility.  There  is  a  fax 
machine  in  that  office.  In  a  way  it  is  good  they  do  not  have  to  worry 
about  junk  mail. 

Thomas  Mathew  wanted  to  be  a  priest  in  our  church.  With  the 
permission  of  the  Patriarch  I  ordained  him  a  deacon  and  priest  in 
our  church.  I  used  Malayalam  language  for  some  prayers. 
Archdeacon  Aprim  de  Baz,  who  has  been  a  priest  in  America  for 
several  decades,  was  deputed  by  the  Patriarch  to  assist  me  at  the 
service.  He  is  a  grand  father.  He  is  two  years  older  than  the  present 
Patriarch.  The  archdeacon  helped  me  for  twenty-five  minutes  after 
the  reading  of  the  Gospel  lesson.  That  is  the  most  difficult  part  for 
the  physical  genuflections. 

Archdeacon  Aprim  de  Baz  is  the  elder  brother  of  Metropolitan  Mar 
Narsai  de  Baz  of  Lebanon.  Metropolitan  Mar  Narsai  is  of  same  age 
as  I  am  that  is  62  in  2002.  Since  Archdeacon  is  7  years  older,  he  was 
69  then.  Therefore  I  hesitated  to  request  him  to  do  the  difficult 
part  of  the  service.  Moreover  he  had  undergone  a  bye  pass  surgery 
for  his  heart.  Anyhow  he  helped  me  along  with  the  Vicar  of  the 
parish,  Fr.  Charles  Kluz. 

In  my  speech  I  mentioned  that  25  years  earlier  I  had  conducted  an 
ordination  service  to  a  deacon  in  that  church.  I  think  his  name  was 
Patros.  He  is  no  more  alive.  Some  of  the  Assyrians  who  attended  my 
Holy  Qurbana  on  the  Eastern  Easter  in  April  1977  in  that  church 
remembered  me.  The  late  Archdeacon  Sadok  de  Mar  Shimun,  a 
distant  relative  of  the  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun,  was  the  pastor 
of  that  church  till  his  death. 
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Rev.  Sadok  de  Mar  Shimun  was  living  in  Iraq  before  the  World  War 
II.  After  moving  to  Chicago  he  pastored  the  St.John’s  Assyrian 
Church  for  several  decades.  We  were  in  correspondence  ever  since  I 
went  to  study  in  New  York  in  1966.  I  visited  him  in  1967  during  my 
summer  vacation.  He  had  a  lot  of  information  about  the  Assyrian 
church  to  tell  me.  He  co-operated  with  the  Protestants  and  was  not 
in  eood  terms  with  his  cousin  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun.  I  am 
glad  that  his  congregation  keeps  its  contact  with  other  Assyrian 
Churches  and  works  under  the  obedience  of  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha 
IV.  The  members  of  this  congregation  are  second  or  third  generation 
Assyrians  who  came  to  Chicago  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century. 

Leela  Alex,  my  elder  sister,  came  to  the  St.John’s  Church  along  with 
her  daughter  Asha  and  her  husband  Paul  Furlough.  Asha  was  busy 
with  her  studies  to  become  a  doctor.  I  am  glad  that  she  graduated 
in  medicine  in  May  2003. 

We  had  more  than  twelve  Indian  families  to  attend  that  service. 
N.I.Joseph  and  his  son  Santhosh  too  were  there.  Lazar  Thazhatha 
sang  a  prayer  song  in  Malayalam.  We  had  a  sumptuous  breakfast 
lunch  after  the  service  in  the  basement.  Both  Indian  food  and 
Assyrian  food  was  served.  Some  Indians  tasted  Assyrian  dishes  for 
the  first  time.  The  Indian  priest  Fr.  Thomas  Mathew  thanked  all 
guests,  especially  those  who  came  at  his  invitation. 
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NEW  YORK  WITHOUT 
TWIN  TOWER 

On  Friday  15lh  March  2002  I  flew  from  Chicago  to  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  I  stayed  with  Geevarghese  Emmatty.  On  Saturday  16'1'  March 
I  telephoned  to  many  people  and  asked  them  to  come  to  church  on 
Sunday  17,h.  It  was  not  easy  for  me  to  go  to  meet  them  in  their 
houses.  Some  of  them  had  inconveniences.  So  I  could  not  meet 
everybody.  Still  it  was  a  large  attendance. 

Sobby,  daughter  of  my  classmate  C.  J.  Davy  came  with  her  husband 
and  sons  to  see  me.  They  were  in  the  Gulf  countries.  They  had 
recently  moved  to  USA.  They  traveled  for  two  hours  by  car  just  to 
see  me.  They  belong  to  some  other  Syrian  Church,  not  ours.  Davy’s 
father’s  father  (Porinchu  Chakola)  was  the  brother  of  my  paternal 
grandfather’s  mother.  Most  of  us  do  not  know  their  relatives 
nowadays.  We  do  not  know  our  third  cousins.  Nevertheless,  because 
of  my  interest  in  history  I  record  it  here. 

Dr.  M.D.Thomas  M.D.,  M.R.C.S  told  me  over  the  phone  that  we 
should  definitely  meet  in  the  next  visit  as  he  had  already  booked  to 
fly  to  Waterloo,  Iowa  on  Sunday  noon.  He  was  living  in  New  York, 
but  working  in  Iowa.  He  was  a  neurologist.  I  had  taught  him  in  the 
Sunday  school.  He  was  only  six  years  younger  to  me.  .1  was  proud  of 
his  achievements  as  a  doctor.  His  wife  too  is  a  doctor. 

During  the  next  visit,  that  was  in  October  2002  in  USA  I  could  not 
go  to  New  York.  I  said  to  myself  that  I  would  meet  him  the  next 
time.  But  when  I  returned  from  America  and  reached  Germany  I 
was  shocked  to  hear  that  this  doctor  aged  only  56,  died  of  a  heart 
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attack,  soon  after  he  was  having  his  physical  exercises.  The  doctors 
advise  us  to  exercise  daily  to  live  longer.  I  believe  them.  Their  belief 
or  actions  do  not  save  them. 

On  Sunday  1 7th  October  I  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana  in  the  Assyrian 
Church  at  129  Buena  Vista  Avenue  in  Yonkers,  New  York  10701.  In 
the  website  cired.org  this  church  is  listed  as  St.Mari  church.  Outsiders 
may  think  it  is  a  spelling  mistake  for  St.  Mary  Church.  It  is  Mar 
Mari,  one  of  the  70  apostles  Jesus  sent  out  to  preach.  He  is  the 
apostle  to  the  eastern  lands  along  with  Mar  Addai  (Thaddeus,  one 
of  the  12  disciples  of  Jesus).  They  are  the  authors  of  the  famous 
Liturgy  of  Mar  Addai  and  Mar  Mari,  used  by  this  church. 

I  had  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  three  or  four  times  in  this  church 
since  1996,  which  was  my  first  visit  after  the  unity  of  the  Indian  Church. 
The  unity  between  the  followers  of  Julian  and  Gregorian  calendars 
took  place  in  the  third  week  of  November  1995  in  Trichur,  Kerala. 

Fr.Demetri  Eskander,  the  parish  priest  of  Yonkers,  was  there.  Since 
he  had  a  bye  pass  surgery  etc  he  could  not  do  much  work  or  actions 
during  the  Qurbana.  So  I  requested  Fr.  Gabry  Brakia  of  the  New 
Britain,  Connecticut  church  to  help  me  for  25  minutes  after  the 
Gospel  reading.  I  preached  in  English  as  usual. 

After  holy  Qurbana  we  went  down  to  the  basement  to  have  breakfast. 
It  was  a  happy  occasion  for  many  of  us  to  meet  again.  In  addition  to 
the  Assyrians  and  Indians  of  our  church,  there  were  two  children 
from  Kerala,  though  not  from  Trichur.  I  began  to  ask  them  who 
they  were;  I  was  told  that  the  boy  and  girl  were  children  of  Mrs. 
Valsa  who  died  in  the  tragedy  of  the  Twin  Tower  on  September  11, 
2001.  I  felt  sorry  for  these  two  children  growing  up  by  the  mercy  of 
their  neighbours. 
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I  noticed  that  there  are  several  members  from  the  Mooken  family. 
They  are  not  from  my  immediate  family.  That  means  that  their 
grandparents  and  my  grandparents  were  not  first  cousins.  They  were 
2nd  or  3rd  cousins.  Some  of  those  who  were  present  were  Dr.Mrs.Lulu 
Thomas  Mooken,  her  daughter  Maria  Mooken,  son  Timothy 
Mooken,  Mrs. Surma  Mooken,  her  brother  Georgi  Mooken,  Mrs. 
George  Mooken  and  their  son  Thomas  Mooken.  Maria  Mooken’s 
fiancee  was  also  there.  He  is  of  Lebanese  origin.  Mooken  is  my 
family  name. 

Other  Indians  present  for  the  Holy  Qurbana  were  Tennyson  and  his 
wife  Katherine.  Samuel  Pananchery  and  his  son,  Valsan  (John) 
Thermadom  and  his  wife  Shantamma  and  their  son  Jensen,  His 
brother  Babu  (Simon)  Thermadom  and  wife  Annie  and  their 
daughter  and  their  nephew.  My  host  Geewarghese  Emmatty  and  his 
wife  Thankamma  were  there.  A  computer  engineer  Linson  Thettayil 
took  some  photos  of  our  gathering.  He  was  kind  enough  to  send 
some  copies  to  me  via  Internet. 

The  same  evening  I  went  to  bless  the  apartment  of  Mathew  and 
Reshma  Emmatty  whose  wedding  I  had  solemnized  in  October  2000 
in  Yonkers.  After  the  blessing  I  looked  through  the  window  of  the 
new  apartment  to  see  the  skyline  of  New  York  City.  Where  were  the 
Twin  Towers?  I  asked.  Mathew  pointed  at  the  two  beams  of  light  like 
two  fountains  reminding  us  of  the  original  place  where  the  massive 
structures  had  stood.  Mathew  drove  his  mother  and  me  to  the  mins 
of  the  Twin  Tower.  He  works  near  that  building.  A  lot  of  tourists 
were  watching  with  binoculars  at  the  sad  sight.  What  a  fall! 

Late  evening  we  went  to  the  house  of  Kunjumon,  brother  of 
Thankamma  Emmatty,  my  hostess.  We  had  a  Kerala  style  meal.  Of 
course  attention  was  paid  to  me  regarding  food,  as  I  do  not  eat 
meat.  They  belong  to  the  Mar  Thoma  Syrian  Church,  which  is  a 
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church  of  8  lakhs  of  members.  One  million  is  ten  lakhs.  It  is  an 
Indian  word  adapted  by  the  British  when  they  were  our  masters. 
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RETURN  JOURNEY 


On  Monday  18,h  March  2002  I  commenced  my  return  journey.  John 
Thermadom  (Valsan)  came  to  pick  me  up  from  the  house  of 
Geevarghese  Emmatty  where  I  was  staying  for  three  days.  As  security 
check  at  the  airports  is  stricter  after  September  11,  2002,  I  decided 
that  I  would  be  at  the  airport  two  hours  before  the  departure  of  the 
flight.  We  left  home  at  7.45  a.m.  hoping  to  be  in  the  airport  by  8.20 
a.m.,  exactly  2  hours  before  the  departure  of  the  flight. 

Instead  of  turning  left  and  right  from  the  Wild  Rose  Avenue  in 
Bergenfield  where  I  was  staying,  we  took  right  and  left.  We  made 
two  mistakes.  When  we  took  first  right  we  were  told  to  return  in  the 
opposite  direction.  Then  we  turned  left  for  our  second  turn  we 
were  asked  to  turn  back.  We  lost  about  ten  minutes  because  of  this. 
It  was  raining  too.  Finally  we  reached  Newark  airport  before  9  a.m. 

“Your  connecting  flight  from  Frankfurt  is  on  24'1'”  observed  the  man 
at  the  ticket  counter.”  “Oh,  no,”  was  my  immediate  reaction.  I  am 
supposed  to  go  today  from  Newark,  Newjersey  to  Frankfurt  in  order 
to  catch  the  first  connection  at  Frankfurt  on  the  following  day. 

My  computer  has  to  be  updated,”  he  remarked.  I  began  to  worry 
that  I  may  have  to  stay  in  Germany  for  6  days.  Then  I  took  out  the 
printout  of  my  booking  from  my  suitcase.  Meanwhile  I  was  worried. 
First  he  had  difficulty  in  finding  my  name.  The  handwriting  in  my 
ticket  is  not  legible.  He  read  it  as  Har  instead  of  Mar.  Therefore  he 
could  not  trace  my  booking.  When  he  checked  on  Mar  he  found  my 
booking. 

Bangalore,  India  was  my  destination.  I  requested  for  checking  my 
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luggage  to  Bangalore.  He  offered  to  do  it  all  the  way  to  Cochin. 
Later  he  remarked  that  he  could  direct  it  up  to  Cochin.  I  felt 
relieved.  Because  in  Mumbai  and  Madras  we  have  to  take  out  our 
luggage  and  carry  it  to  the  domestic  flights  proceeding  to  Cochin. 
To  avoid  this  burden  passengers  often  clamour  for  the  customs  check 
to  be  done  at  Cochin. 

In  fact  to  check  the  baggage  through  to  Cochin  is  possible.  There  is 
international  customs  checking  for  the  carriers  coming  from  Dubai 
or  Singapore  direct  to  Cochin.  But  the  European  and  American 
airlines  are  not  operating  direct  to  Cochin  from  abroad.  Therefore 
we  have  to  clear  our  baggage  and  go  through  the  customs  in  Delhi, 
Mumbai,  Madras,  Hyderabad,  Calcutta  and  Bangalore. 

Then  we  are  transferred  to  domestic  flights  in  India  to  proceed  to 
Cochin.  This  should  change.  I  am  hoping  that  it  will  be  possible  if 
our  politicians  and  airport  authorities  make  up  their  mind  to  save 
the  international  passengers  the  unnecessary  trouble  of  carrying  the 
baggage  to  Cochin  for  customs  check  up  before  the  termination  of 
the  return  journey  at  Cochin  international  airport. 

With  much  security  check  I  managed  to  reach  Dulles  international 
airport  in  Washington  D.C.  from  Newark.  The  flight  from  Newark, 
New  Jersey  was  of  about  one  hour.  United  Express  was  a  small  aircraft 
of  about  30  passengers.  On  the  left  side  only  one  seat  each  and  on 
the  right  side  two  seats  each.  So  three  seats  each  in  ten  rows  made 
it  a  capacity  of  30  passengers.  There  was  no  legroom.  There  is  no 
place  to  store  bags  of  the  passengers  as  most  of  the  aircrafts. 

“I  have  to  check  your  shoes”,  said  the  security  lady  upon  arrival  in 
Dulles  airport.  I  said  that  I  have  no  shoes.  I  showed  my  sandals. 
Then  she  said  that  she  has  to  check  my  socks.  I  said  okay.  Then  she 
consulted  another  lady  security  officer  and  told  her  with  great 
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surprise  “  this  gentleman  has  no  shoes.”  I  had  the  inclination  to  ask 
her  whether  I  should  buy  shoes  so  that  she  could  check  it  for  security. 

I  did  not  dare  to  question  her.  We  are  instructed  not  to  joke  with 
the  security  officers.  I  follow  that  rule.  Her  orders  from  above  are 
to  check  the  shoes  of  all  suspicious  passengers.  If  my  beard  betrays 
me  as  a  suspicious  passenger,  she  can  detain  me  at  the  airport  until 
she  checks  my  shoes.  The  fact  that  I  did  not  wear  shoes  was  not  her 
fault. 

I  may  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  Uncle  Sam  till  they  finish  checking 
the  shoes,  which  I  do  not  own.  The  more  dangerous  risk  is  that  she 
can  produce  another  shoes  with  knives  hidden  inside  and  state  that 
it  was  my  shoes.  As  long  as  I  do  not  have  another  shoes  to  show  as 
evidence  the  shoes  she  produces  can  be  described  as  mine.  How 
many  innocent  people  suffer  punishment  on  false  evidence. 

From  the  Dulles  International  I  flew  to  Frankfurt.  At  Frankfurt, 
Germany  I  took  my  flight  to  Bangalore,  India,  a  direct  flight.  I  had 
Customs  check  in  Bangalore. 

At  Bangalore  I  did  not  want  to  trouble  our  church  members  to  meet 
me  at  the  airport  after  midnight,  then  bring  me  back  to  the  a  u  port 
after  three  or  four  hours.  At  the  same  time  I  realized  it  is  not  going 
to  be  pleasant  to  sit  at  the  airport  for  some  hours  during  midnight. 
Some  people  at  the  airport  offered  to  take  me  to  the  nearest  hotel. 
My  conscience  did  not  let  me  spend  50  dollars  for  a  night’s  rest.  In 
Indian  rupees  I  calculated  it  as  2300  rupees. 

So  I  decided  to  sit  there.  When  my  body  got  tired  I  slept  on  the 
floor  putting  my  hand  in  my  pocket  where  I  had  kept  cash  of  90 
thousand  rupees  to  pay  for  my  travel  agent  who  had  issued  my  ticket 
on  credit.  I  prayed  to  God, u  Lord,  let  no  man  pick  my  pockets.  You 
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know  me.  I  am  your  servant.  I  have  no  money  in  the  bank  to  pay  for 
my  ticket.  I  have  no  credit  card  either.”  I  slept  and  opened  my  eyes 
after  2  or  3  hours.  I  checked  my  pocket.  Money  was  still  there. 

I  went  to  the  ticket  counter  and  took  the  boarding  pass.  Then  I 
went  to  wash  room.  Some  people  say  it  is  better  to  take  the  boarding 
pass  as  early  as  possible.  Some  times  the  flight  may  overbook.  We 
may  have  difficulty  if  we  did  not  report  early. 

From  Cochin  airport  to  my  hometown  Trichur  there  is  a  distance  of 
one  hour  and  ten  minutes  only.  It  is  great  relief.  Formerly  we  were 
trying  nearly  two  hours  to  reach  the  Cochin  Airport.  The  car  and 
the  driver  were  ready  there  at  the  airport.  I  do  not  encourage  a 
group  of  people  coming  to  the  airport  to  receive  or  see  me  off.  It  is 
a  waste  of  energy  of  priests  to  come  to  the  airport  to  see-off  and  to 
receive  me.  There  are  a  lot  of  passengers  already  in  the  airport  with 
many  relatives.  There  is  no  need  for  an  extra  load  of  people  wasting 
their  time  waiting  for  their  beloved  ones  or  the  important  people  in 

the  society. 

/ 

I  strongly  feel  the  Prime  Minister  of  India  and  the  President  should 
instruct  the  police  authorities  not  to  stop  the  traffic  for  the  benefit 
of  the  VIPs  coming  to  receive  the  dignitaries.  In  New  Delhi  people 
are  fed  up  with  the  VIP  traffic  and  the  custom  of  troubling  ordinary 
people. 

A  story  from  the  e-mail 

An  unemployed  man  is  desperate  to  support  his  family.  His  wife 
watches  TV  all  day  and  his  three  teenage  kids  have  dropped  out  of 
high  school  to  hang  around  with  the  local  toughs.  He  applies  for  a 
janitor’s  job  at  a  large  firm  and  easily  passes  an  aptitude  test. 
The  human  resources  manager  tells  him,  “You  will  be  hired  at 
minimum  wage  of  $5.15  an  hour.  Let  me  have  your  e-mail  address 
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that  we  can  get  you  in  the  loop.  Our  system  will  automatically  e- 
mail  you  all  the  forms  and  advise  you  when  to  start  and  where  to 
report  on  your  first  day.” 

Taken  back,  the  man  protests  that  he’s  poor  and  has  neither  a 
computer  nor  an  e-mail  address.  To  this  the  manager  replies,”  You 
must  understand  that  to  a  company  like  ours  that  means  that  you 
virtually  do  not  exist.  Without  an  e-mail  address  you  can  hardly  expect 
to  be  employed  by  a  high-tech  firm.  Good  day.” 

Stunned,  the  man  leaves.  Not  knowing  where  to  turn  and  having 
$10  in  his  wallet,  he  walks  past  a  farmers’  market  and  sees  a  stand 
selling  251b  crates  of  beautiful  red  tomatoes.  He  buys  a  crate,  carries 
it  to  a  busy  corner  and  displays  the  tomatoes.  In  less  than  2  hours 
he  sells  all  the  tomatoes  and  makes  100%  profit.  Repeating  the 
process  several  times  more  that  day,  he  ends  up  with  almost  $100 
and  arrives  home  that  night  with  several  bags  of  groceries  for  his 
family.  During  the  night  he  decides  to  repeat  the  tomato  business 
the  next  day.  By  the  end  of  the  week  he  is  getting  up  early  every  day 
and  working  into  the  night. 

He  muluplies  his  profits  quickly.  Early  in  the  second  week  he  acquires 
a  cart  to  transport  several  boxes  of  tomatoes  at  a  time,  but  before  a 
month  is  up  he  sells  the  cart  to  buy  a  broken-down  pickup  truck.  At 
the  end  of  a  year  he  owns  three  old  trucks.  His  two  sons  have  left 
their  neighborhood  gangs  to  help  him  with  the  tomato  business,  his 
wife  is  buying  the  tomatoes,  and  his  daughter  is  taking  night  courses 
at  the  community  college  so  she  can  keep  books  for  him.  By  the 
end  of  the  second  year  he  has  a  dozen  very  nice  used  trucks  and 
employs  fifteen  previously  unemployed  people,  all  selling  tomatoes. 
He  continues  to  work  hard.  Time  passes  and  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
year  he  owns  a  fleet  of  nice  trucks  and  a  warehouse,  which  his  wife 
supervises,  plus  two  tomato  farms  that  the  boys  manage. 
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The  tomato  company’s  payroll  has  put  hundreds  of  homeless  and 
jobless  people  to  work.  His  daughter  reports  that  business  grossed  a 
million  dollars.  Planning  for  the  future,  he  decides  to  buy  some  life 
insurance.  Consulting  with  an  insurance  adviser,  he  picks  an 
insurance  plan  to  fit  his  new  circumstances.  Then  the  adviser  asks 
him  for  his  e-mail  address  in  order  to  send  the  final  documents 
electronically.  When  the  man  replies  he  doesn’t  have  time  to  mess 
with  a  computer  and  has  no  e-mail  address,  the  insurance  man  is 
stunned,  “What,  you  don’t  have  e-mail?  No  computer?  No  Internet? 
Just  think  where  you  would  be  today  if  you’d  had  all  of  that  five 
years  ago!” 

“Ha!”  snorts  the  man.  “If  I’d  had  e-mail  five  years  ago  I  would  be 
sweeping  floors  at  Microsoft  and  making  $5.15  an  hour.” 

Which  brings  us  to  the  moral:  Since  you  got  this  story  by  e-mail, 
you’re  probably  closer  to  being  a  janitor  than  a  millionaire.  Sadly,  I 
received  it  also. 

HOW  MANY  PEOPLE  DO  FIREWORKS  ANNUALLY  IN  THE  U.S. 
INJURE? 


About  40  percent  of  the  almost  13,000  people  who  are  injured  during 
the  year  from  fireworks  (over  half  of  whom  are  children)  are  simply 
bystanders.  Bottle  rockets,  firecrackers  and  sparklers  top  the  list  of 
fireworks  causing  the  most  injuries  requiring  hospitalization. 
Sparklers  burn  at  about  1800  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
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SINGAPORE 

On  Monday  14  October  2002  I  flew  from  Cochin  to  Madras.  Fr.  Jos 
KJohn,  the  priest  of  the  Mar  Qardagh  Church  in  Madras  was  at  the 
airport  to  receive  me  and  take  me  to  his  home.  In  my  previous  trip 
I  told  him  not  to  come  to  the  airport  so  that  I  could  write  my  articles 
in  the  airport.  For  three  or  four  hours  I  did  not  want  to  go  anywhere 
and  rest.  I  do  not  want  anybody  to  meet  me  at  the  airport  and  waste 
his  or  her  time.  But  as  I  am  getting  older  I  felt  that  it  was  better  to 
take  rest  for  3  or  4  hours  as  I  would  have  to  spend  the  night  in  the 
aircraft.  It  is  not  easy  for  me  to  sleep  during  a  flight. 

After  taking  some  rest  in  the  house  of  Fr.  Jos  KJohn  I  flew  from 
Madras  to  Singapore.  Madras  is  now  known  as  Chennai.  The  day  I 
left  India  I  had  read  the  sad  news  that  there  was  a  terrorist  attack  in 
Bali,  in  Indonesia.  As  TIME  magazine  put  it  “The  light  went  out  in 
countless  people’s  lives  on  Saturday  12  Oct.  2002.” 

TIME  magazine  dated  November  15,  2002  wrote  an  editorial  because 
30-year-old  Lucy  Empson,  a  European  music-marketing  manager  in 
their  London  office,  was  killed  in  that  tragedy.  The  editorial  stated 
“Lucy  was  the  First  member  of  the  TIME  international  family  to  be 
killed  in  a  terrorist  attack.” 

Indonesian  investigators  named  nine  men  as  suspects  in  the  Bali 
bombings  including  Amrozi,  a  39-year-oid  mechanic  who  allegedly 
confessed  to  buying  the  explosives  ao^  owning  the  white  Mitsubishi 
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L-300  van  that  blew  up  outside  the  Sari  Club  in  the  town  of  Kuta, 
the  nightclub  hub  of  Bali.  The  tourists  who  were  killed  were  mostly 
Australians  and  not  Americans.  His  intended  targets  were  Americans. 

Amrozi,  the  killer,  is  unremorseful.  He  said,  “  I  leave  everything  to 
God”.  The  members  of  his  family  had  aided  him  in  this  Bali  Blast. 
This  tragedy  was  one  year  one  month  and  one  day  after  the  tragedy 
of  September  11,  2001,  which  Americans  would  never  forget. 

Theophanes  Sithu,  my  friend  in  Singapore  was  there  to  receive  me 
and  take  me  around.  He  teaches  in  the  University.  He  is  interested 
in  our  Church.  He  believes  that  our  church  should  have  a  presence 
in  Singapore,  which  has  a  population  of  Indians  and  Chinese.  He 
has  knowledge  of  the  glorious  old  days  of  our  church  in  China.  He 
is  proud  of  the  missionary  history  of  our  Church  in  China.  He  feels 
that  we  should  have  a  missionary  outreach  to  China.  If  we  have  a 
missionary  parish  in  Singapore,  that  may  be  one  way  to  renew  our 
mission  to  the  Chinese. 

I  told  him  that  our  Metropolitan  in  Iraq,  His  Grace  Mar  Gewargis 
Sliwa,  had  gone  to  visit  the  historical  spots  of  our  missionary  history 
in  China  including  the  famous  Stone  at  Hsi-an  Fu  where  the  history 
of  our  church  from  635  AD  to  780  is  recorded  in  Chinese  language 
and  Syriac.  Mar  Gewargis  Metropolitan  had  proposed  to  start  at  least 
one  mission  station  in  China  as  requested  by  the  Chinese  Christians 
he  met  in  that  trip.  But  responsibilities  in  Iraq  does  not  leave  him 
enough  time  to  carry  on  this  ambition  and  a  need  of  our  church  to 
cater  to  the  East,  as  this  church  was  the  greatest  church  in  the  whole 
of  East.  We  need  more  young  people  dedicated  to  this  noble  cause. 

When  I  was  a  teenager  the  Metropolitan  in  India  Mar  Thoma  Darmo 
used  to  challenge  the  youngsters  to  take  up  the  challenge  to  be 
missionaries  to  China  to  restart  out  mission.  Centuries  before  the 
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Jesuits  went  to  China  Alopen,  the  Assyrian  missionary  took  the 
message  of  Christ  to  China.  Bible  was  translated  into  Chinese.  But 
today  if  one  asks  a  Protestant  he  will  say  that  the  Protestant 
missionaries  took  gospel  to  China  for  the  first  time  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  If  you  ask  a  Jesuit  historian,  they  would  say  the  Jesuits  took 
the  message  of  Christ  to  China  in  the  1 6,h  century.  But  the  truth  is 
that  in  635  AD  Alopen  took  the  message  of  Christ  to  China  for  the 
first  time. 

We  had  a  flourishing  Church  in  China  from  the  7,h  to  the  14th 
century.  This  is  the  history.  It  is  not  the  propaganda  literature  of 
our  church.  It  is  not  a  legend.  It  is  history.  It  is  not  forged  history. 
Scientific  scholars  believe  it. 

About  fifty  scholars  on  China  are  meeting  from  20  to  26  May  2003 
in  Salzburg,  Austria  to  discuss  about  the  Christianity  in  China. 
Chinese  scholars  and  the  European  scholars  will  be  presenting  papers 
in  that  scholarly  seminar.  I  am  sure  that  most  of  the  scholars  who 
will  gather  together  in  Austria,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant,  will 
not  have  any  doubt  about  the  claim  of  the  Church  ol  the  Last  to 
have  had  the  exclusive  claim  of  taking  Christianity  to  China  in  the 
middle  centuries  of  the  Christian  era.  Unfortunately  now  our  Church 
is  not  there.  It  can  once  again  flourish  in  China,  if  we  show  the 
missionary  spirit  of  our  forefathers. 


Pro  Oriente,  which  is  the  main  sponsor  of  this  conference  of  scholars, 
have  invited  me  to  present  a  paper  in  this  confcience.  As  I  wiitc 
these  words  in  this  travelogue  I  am  struggling  to  complete  the  paper 
for  this  conference.  As  I  do  not  know  the  Chinese  language  I  cannot 
write  a  scholarly  treatise  impressive  enough  to  other  participants, 
most  of  whom  are  experts  in  the  history  of  the  Church  in  China, 
Most  of  them  know  Chinese  language  well.  I  am  attempting  to  write 
only  on  the  Syriac  inscriptions  about  the  church  in  China  especially 
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the  famous  Si-an-  Fu  stele  made  in  the  8,h  century. 

Bishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro  of  San  Jose,  California  also  had  been  invited 
to  present  a  paper  at  this  conference.  But  he  withdrew  due  to  health 
reasons.  Therefore  that  leaves  me  the  only  member  of  our  church 
in  this  conference  on  the  research  on  Nestorians  in  China,  This 
reminds  me  that  we  do  not  have  enough  scholars  in  our  church 
interested  in  the  research  about  the  past  history  of  our  great 
missionary  Church. 

In  Singapore  Theophanes  Sithu  had  arranged  for  me  to  stay  at  the 
guesthouse  belonging  to  the  Catholic  Church.  I  was  able  to  meet 
some  Catholics  from  different  parts  of  the  world  staying  in  that 
Guesthouse.  I  did  not  visit  many  places  in  the  city.  My  friend  took 
me  for  lunch  and  dine  out.  He  was  able  to  find  good  vegetarian 
restaurants,  as  it  was  Lent  season.  I  did  not  use  milk  products  or 
fish  etc.  during  the  50  days  of  Lent  season.  Of  course,  throughout 
the  whole  year  as  a  bishop  I  abstain  from  meat. 

At  Singapore  Theophanes  Sithu  shared  with  me  his  great  desire  to 
serve  our  church.  As  Singapore  was  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  India 
I  offered  to  bring  his  desires  to  the  attention  of  the  supreme  Head 
of  our  church,  His  Holiness  Mar  Dinkha  TV.  Since  India  is  close  to 
Singapore  I  thought  it  was  my  neighbourly  duty  to  be  concerned 
about  the  missionary  field  in  Singapore.  Theophanes  Sithu’s  mother 
comes  from  Guruvayur  in  Trichur  district.  Thus  Malayalam  becomes 
his  mother  s  tongue,  not  his  mother  tongue.  His  mother  tongue  is  a 
mixture  of  his  mother’s  tongue  Malayalam  and  father’s  tongue  Tamil, 

Malayalam  and  Tamil  are  similar  languages.  I  can  understand  a  littl* 
bit  when  someone  speaks  Tamil.  But  1  cannot  read  Tamil.  I  made  ar 
attempt  once  to  learn  Tamil  langauage.  Then  I  gave  it  up,  as  I  war: 
to  learn  more  English  to  write  books  like  these.  Then  I  want  1 
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improve  my  Syriac  or  Aramaic  for  the  liturgical  purposes  and  when 
I  am  in  the  company  of  the  Assyrians  around  the  world.  I  want  to 
learn  more  German  when  ever  I  go  to  Germany.  But  I  think  that  I 
should  not  use  all  my  time  just  for  learning  languages. 

On  Thursday  October  17  the  Theophanes  Sithu  told  me  that  he 
would  come  to  take  me  from  the  Guest  House  before  4  a.m.  That  is 
too  early  for  somebody  to  come  and  take  me  to  the  airport.  I  told 
him  that  I  could  manage  to  go  the  airport  without  him.  I  know  that 
it  is  not  fair  for  me  to  trouble  a  friend  at  such  an  odd  hour.  But  he 
knew  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  carry  my  baggage  alone.  So 
he  insisted  that  he  would  come  and  pick  me  up  in  the  early  morning 
hours. 

He  kept  his  word  and  accompanied  me  to  the  airport.  I  had  packed 
my  bag  before  I  slept. 

Therefore  he  did  not  have  to  wait  for  me  after  he  had  arrived  in  the 
Guest  House.  I  know  rushing  to  the  airport  is  not  advisable.  We  may 
forget  an  overcoat  or  a  hand  baggage,  if  we  rush  in  a  hurry.  It  is 
better  to  have  every  thing  packed  in  the  night  before  the  departure. 
In  that  case  we  can  sleep  well  and  go  in  peace  without  panicking. 
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CHICAGO 

On  Friday  October  18,  2002  I  flew  from  Singapore  to  Chicago.  At 
the  airport  the  customs  people  asked  me  what  I  was  carrying.  I 
replied  that  it  was  a  parrot.  He  was  shocked  to  hear  that  I  was  taking 
with  me  a  live  bird.  He  asked  “  Is  it  alive?”  I  smiled  and  replied,  “No 
it  is  a  clay  parrot.  A  small  gift.  I  carry  with  care  not  to  break  its 
beak.” 

I  reached  Chicago  the  same  day.  Actually  we  had  to  set  our  clock  by 
one  day  as  we  crossed  the  dateline  somewhere  after  we  crossed  Japan. 

Fr.Antwan  Latchin  and  Fr.Thomas  Mathew  and  an  Assyrian  friend 
were  there  to  receive  me  at  the  airport.  I  was  worried  about  getting 
through  the  immigration.  They  usually  ask  me  to  produce  written 
evidence  about  the  purpose  of  my  particular  visit  to  the  USA.  The 
fax  requested  from  the  Patriarch  had  not  reached  me.  Fortunately 
the  immigration  authorities  forgot  to  ask  me  the  regular  question 
regarding  the  written  proof  of  an  invitation. 

Since  I  had  a  ten-year  visa  I  got  through  the  immigration.  But  I  will 
never  attempt  it  again.  I  will  never  advise  my  friends  from  abroad  to 
go  to  America  without  a  written  proof.  A  telephone  conversation  or 
e-mail  is  not  enough  to  convince  some  officers  who  had  the  authority 
to  refuse  entry  to  America  in  spite  of  a  visa. 

My  friends  drove  me  direct  to  the  residence  of  the  Catholicos 
Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  in  Morton  Grove  near  Chicago.  The  place 
was  familiar  as  I  had  been  there  several  times  since  1995. 
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There  are  five  congregations  in  Chicago  area  for  the  Church  of  the 
East.  The  St.Andrew  parish  has  no  church  building  of  our  own.  It  is 
the  latest  parish  in  Chicago  area.  Fr.Dr.George  Toma  D. Min. is  the 
vicar  of  this  new  parish.  He  is  also  secretary  to  His  Holiness  Mar 
Dinkha  IV.  I  made  his  acquaintance  in  the  Mar  Mari  Church  in 
Yonkers.  He  came  to  attend  my  Holy  Qurbana  in  the  Yonkers  Church, 
while  he  was  priest  in  the  New  Britain,  Connecticut. 

Later  at  his  invitation  I  did  celebrate  holy  Qurbana  in  his  St.Thomas 
parish  in  New  Britain,  Connecticut,  USA.  Then  I  met  him  when  I 
was  offering  Holy  Qurbana  in  Syria  in  1997.  His  brother  is  a  deacon 
there.  His  another  brother  I  met  in  New  Zealand  in  July  2000. 
Fr.Toma  Toma  is  a  priest  in  New  Zealand  for  our  two  congregations 
in  Oakland  and  Wellington. 

Fr.Dr.  George  Toma  was  transferred  to  Chicago  from  New  Britain 
after  he  completed  his  doctorate  in  Hartford  Seminary  Foundation. 
His  doctoral  dissertation  is  added  to  the  official  website  of  the  Church 
www.cired.org.  In  Chicago  area  he  is  in  charge  of  \outh  as  well  as 
weekly  radio  program  in  Assyrian  language.  Then  I  met  him  in  the 
annual  Assyrian-Vatican  dialogue  in  Rome.  He  is  one  of  the  five 
members  of  our  delegauon  to  Rome.  Among  the  priest  of  our  church 
universally  he  is  the  only  one  with  a  doctorate  degree. 

He  accompanied  the  Catholicos  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  during 
his  Apostolic  visit  to  India  in  January  2000.  We  were  very  close  during 
those  days,  as  we  stayed  together  in  the  same  room  on  those  1 1 
days.  It  was  not  my  bedroom.  It  was  my  office  room,  as  I  gave  my 
bedroom  to  Mar  Narsai  Metropolitan  of  Lebanon,  Syria  and  Europe 
who  had  accompanied  the  Catholicos  Patriarch  in  his  apostolic  visit. 
The  Catholicos  Patriarch  stayed  in  the  guest  room  in  the 
Metropolitan  Palace  where  I  reside.  The  late  Mar  Abimalek 
Timotheus  Metropolitan  built  it  in  1927-28. 
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The  late  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shirnun  stayed  in  the  same  room  during 
his  only  Apostolic  visit  to  India  from  December  1961  to  January  1962. 
In  Trichur  a  small  town  we  do  not  have  five  star  hotels.  Moreover 
our  people  do  not  like  a  religious  leader  to  stay  in  a  hotel.  Because 
we  know  that  there  will  be  bars  for  drinks  in  hotel.  We  do  not  expect 
our  bishops  or  priests  to  go  to  a  bar  or  drink  liquor. 

When  Pope  John  Paul  II  came  to  Kerala  state  in  February  1986  he 
stayed  in  bishops  Houses  belonging  to  the  Catholic  Church. 

Along  with  the  Patriarch  in  January  2000  we  traveled  in  the  Mercedes 
Benz  car  to  several  places  in  Trichur,  Coimbatore,  Cochin,  Kottayam 
etc.  He  had  a  hard  time  of  translating  the  speeches  of  the  Patriarch 
in  India  from  Assyrian  to  English. 

After  he  returned  from  India  the  new  congregation  of  St.Andrew, 
the  fifth  congregation  in  Chicago  was  organized  and  he  is  the  Vicar 
of  that  new  Assyrian  parish.  That  keeps  him  very  busy.  His  parish  in 
Chicago  has  started  a  website  ww.  Church  of  the  East  Com 

The  five  congregations  in  Chicago  area  are  the  following. 

1.  Mar  Gewargis  parish, 

7201  North  Ashland  Ave., 

Chicago,  II  60626, 

U.S.A. 

2.  Mar  Sargis  Parish, 

1850  West  Cuyler, 

Chicago,  Illinois  60613,  U.S.A. 

3.  St.  Mary  Parish, 

660  Larson  Lane, 

Roselle,  Illinois  60172,  U.S.A. 
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4.  St.John  Parish, 

1421  W.  Lawrence  Ave., 

Chicago,  Illinois  60640,  U.S.A. 

5.  St.  Andrew  Parish, 

1150  N.  Des  Planes  River  Rd., 

DesPlaines,  Illinois  60016,  U.S.A. 

The  priest  in  Mar  Gewargis  Church  is  Fr.Shleemon  Hasqiel.  He  is 
also  the  editor  of  the  magazine  entitled  Voice  From  the  East.  He  is 
always  seen  with  a  smile  on  his  face.  This  is  the  biggest  church  of 
our  denomination  in  America.  Maybe  in  the  whole  world.  The 
church  in  Sydney  is  a  large  one.  But  I  do  not  know  the  measurements. 

The  priest  of  Mar  Sargis  parish  cor-episcopa  Athanasius.  He  has  a 
good  voice.  He  sings  well  in  Assyrian.  Cor-episcopa  is  a  rank  above 
the  ordinary  priest.  I  had  met  him  in  Yonkers  in  1977  when  I  went 
to  have  a  talk  with  Bishop  Mar  Aprim  Khamis  and  Deacon 
Dr.C.Joseph  Chacko  and  Dr.Dorothy  Chacko  of  India.  Mr.  Mathew 
Chakola,  the  Indian  business  man  near  Washington  D.C.  was  also 
with  us. 

One  glad  news  for  me  was  the  fact  the  Mar  Sargis  Church  was  used 
by  the  old  calendar  group  of  Archdeacon  Awiqam  Pithou.  The  old 
calendar  followers  were  rebuilding  the  Mar  Odisho  Church  at  6201 
North  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago.  I  had  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana  several 
times  in  the  old  Mar  Odisho  Church  before  the  unity  of  two  groups 
of  our  church  in  India.  It  is  my  constant  prayer  that  the  two  calendar 
groups  will  celebrate  together  in  Chicago  too.  This  gesture  to  use 
the  Mar  Sargis  Church  on  alternate  Sundays  until  the  reconstrucuon 
of  the  Mar  Odisho  Church  is  a  decision  in  right  direction.  That  will 
help  us  to  bring  together  both  calendar  groups  in  a  universal  basis. 
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I  had  worked  towards  that  goal.  My  visits  to  Iraq,  Australia,  USA, 
Canada,  England  had  that  vision.  I  have  seen  some  people  willing  to 
do  it.  We  had  held  talks  for  this  aim.  When  it  reached  a  point  that 
the  universal  unity  was  not  easy  at  that  time,  I  did  my  best  to  see 
that  unity  is  made  a  reality  in  the  land  I  was  born.  I  was  responsible 
for  the  church  in  India.  I  could  not  escape  from  my  responsibility 
blaming  the  fault  on  others.  I  knew  India  much  more  than  the 

O 

Assyrians  outside  India.  Thus  in  November  1995  I  took  the  decisive 
step  of  bringing  together  the  two  groups. 

I  hope  that  gestures  like  the  one  in  Chicago  now  help  us  to  realize 
what  we  should  do  for  our  churches.  It  is  more  Christian  in  our 
witness  if  we  avoid  splits  that  can  be  avoided.  I  am  not  blaming 
anybody  for  the  split.  I  am  not  justifying  my  stand.  I  know  that  it  is 
best  for  the  Church  of  the  East  worldwide.  There  should  not  be 
personal  considerations.  We  should  work  for  the  total  good  of  the 
Church  and  its  witness. 

Catholicos  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  showed  the  same  spirit  when 
he  was  invited  to  attend  a  dinner  in  honour  of  Mar  Addai  II,  the 
Catholicos  Patriarch  of  the  old  Calendar  when  I  was  there  in  this 
trip.  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  told  me  that  we  are  one  Church  and 
not  two  churches.  I  heard  that  all  Assyrians  were  not  happy  that  our 
Patriarch  went  to  the  reception  dinner  of  their  Patriarch.  When  do 
we  reach  a  stage  to  avoid  the  words  “our"  and  “their”  when  we  refer 
to  the  leaders  of  our  church,  the  universal  Church  of  the  East? 

The  third  parish  mentioned  above  is  the  Mart  Mariam  Church  near 
Rosalie,  in  the  suburb  of  Chicago.  It  is  a  new  church  when  the 
members  of  our  church  began  to  increase  in  the  metropolitan  city 
of  Chicago  and  suburbs  the  need  for  a  new  church  was  felt.  It  is  a 
beautiful  church.  We,  several  bishops  of  our  universal  Church,  were 
present  there  for  the  dedication  of  that  Church  in  July  1997  at  the 
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time  of  the  Holy  Synod.  I  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana  there  in  June. 

But  the  actual  formal  consecration  of  the  altar  was  done  only  on 
15th  August  1997. 1  was  not  there  as  I  had  returned  to  India  after  the 
Holy  Synod.  But  Bishop  Poulose  Mar  Poulose  from  India  was  there. 
It  was  on  the  Memorial  day  (called  Shunaya  in  Aramaic)  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Saint  Mary,  mother  of  Jesus. 

One  significant  event  of  the  dedication  of  the  altar  of  that  church 
was  that  Mar  Raphael  Bidawid  who  died  in  July  2003  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon  was  present  in  the  altar.  It  was  a  rare  occasion  after  the 
split  of  the  Church  of  the  East  in  1552  when  John  Soolaqa  ,  a  monk 
of  the  Church  of  the  East  from  Rabban  Hormizd  monastery  in  Alkosh 
near  Mosul,  went  to  the  Pope  in  Rome  and  became  a  Patriarch  of 
the  Chaldean  Catholic  Church  ,  a  new  denomination  created  by  the 
split.  As  a  student  of  church  history  I  feel  sorry  about  the  splits  in 
the  church  on  many  issues.  It  is  not  right  for  me  to  condemn  my 
forefathers.  I  do  not  know  under  what  pressures  they  had  to  do 
something.  No  doubt,  many  of  them  suffered  much  persecution. 
What  would  have  been  my  attitudes  if  I  had  to  face  such  persecution? 

Fr.  Khoshaba  Bouza  is  the  priest  of  that  parish.  He  lives  with  his 
family  in  that  compound.  There  is  enough  space  in  that  com  vnd 
for  buildings  and  for  walking  around.  In  June  2001  we  had  gone  to 
that  Church  hall  for  holding  the  Holy  Synod  of  our  church. 

The  fourth  church  mentioned  in  the  above  list  is  the  St.John’s 
Church  in  West  Lawrence  Avenue.  Fr.Charles  Kluz  is  the  vicar  of  the 
Church.  It  was  a  pleasure  for  me  to  worship  in  that  church.  The 
members  of  the  congregation  understand  English  as  most  of  them 
are  second  or  third  generation  Assyrians.  Fr.Charles  Kluz  is  not  of 
Assyrian  ethnicity.  Although  of  European  origins,  he  speaks  the 
Assyrian  language  to  communicate  with  the  Assyrians.  He  uses  his 
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worship  with  a  mixture  of  Assyrian  and  American  languages. 

My  nephew  Dr.Saje  Alex,  came  form  Indianapolis,  Indiana  to  the 
Assyrian  Church  of  St.John  in  Chicago  on  Sunday  18"'  October.  It 
was  very  kind  of  Dr.Saje  to  drive  all  the  way  from  Indianapolis  to 
come  to  see  his  uncle  and  attend  Qurbana  in  the  St.John’s  Church. 
Saje’s  wife  Sonia  works  as  a  dentist  in  the  same  city.  Their  two 
daughters  Brianna  and  Christina  were  with  them. 

The  children  attended  the  service  and  the  breakfast  in  a  very  orderly 
manner.  I  do  not  know  whether  their  parents  threatened  them  that 
Bishop  would  beat  them  if  they  make  noise  during  the  service.  In 
India  parents  use  some  threatening  to  get  their  children  to  behave. 
But  in  America  I  hear  that  the  parents  treat  their  children  with  more 
respect  to  childish  behaviour.  Some  psychologists  say  that  the 
children  will  learn  when  they  become  mature.  Do  they? 

I  remembered  the  song  Brianna  taught  me  a  year  earlier  when  I  was 
in  Orlando,  Florida  when  Brianna  was  spending  vacation  with  her 
grandma  (my  sister)  Leela  Alex.  But  it  was  difficult  to  recall  the 
words.  I  asked  her  to  teach  me  again.  She  was  in  full  form  again. 
She,  aged  7  or  8,  was  teaching  her  grand  uncle  who  was  62  years. 
Before  I  forget  let  me  quote  it  here.  Maybe  some  other  children  in 
the  USA  may  be  singing  that  song  with  their  grandmas. 

Patty  cake,  Patty  cake,  Baker’s  maaaaaaaaaan. 

You  roll  it,  You  bake  it  and  mark  it  with  a  “b” 

And  we  put  it  in  the  Owen  for  baby  and  me. 


The  little  girl  giggled  because  her  granduncle  with  big  beard  did 
not  recite  it  properly  with  the  same  zest,  which  she  exhibited  when 
she  taught  me. 
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Patriarchal  Consecration  Anniversary. 

[  was  meeting  our  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  after  his  heart  surgery, 
Much  took  place  on  17th  September  2002  in  Chicago.  On  20th 
October  I  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana  in  St.Johns  Assyrian  Church  in 
Malayalam  and  Assyrian.  Fr:  Charles  Klutz,  priest  of  the  parish, 
assisted.  Fr.Thomas  Mathew,  Indian  priest  working  in  Chicago,  read 
the  Epistle.  There  was  breakfast  in  the  hall.  There  were  guests  from 
Kerala,  India  for  the  Qurbana  and  the  breakfast.  Fr.Thomas  Mathew 
thanked  the  Indian  guests. 

On  the  evening  of  October  20th  about  1000  people  were  gathered 
for  Dinner  to  celebrate  the  26th  anniversary  of  the  patriarchal 
consecration  of  His  Holiness  Mar  Dinkha  IV,  Catholicos  Patriarch 
of  the  Church  of  the  East.  The  function  was  held  in  the  Hanging 
Gardens  Banquet  Hall  (formerly  known  as  13  Colonies).  It  is  situated 
in  8301  West  Belmont,  River  Grove,  Illinois. 

Hanging  Gardens  Banquet  Hall  can  accommodate  nearly  one 
thousand  guests.  It  is  a  favourite  meeting  place  for  the  Assyrians  in 
Chicago  area.  The  church  does  not  own  it.  The  Church  Hall  in  the 
basement  of  the  Mar  Gewargis  Cathedral  at  7201  North  Ashland 
Ave  is  another  spacious  hall  for  the  functions  of  the  church.  Usually 
after  Qurbana  the  faithful  go  down  and  spend  time  for  fellowship 
and  breakfast. 

Freidoun  Benjamin,  President  of  our  Motwa  Executive  committee 
of  our  five  parishes  in  Illinois  had  sent  me  a  written  invitation  dated 
October  2, 2002  inviting  me  to  be  a  guest  “to  the  Testimonial  Banquet 
given  upon  the  occasion  of  the  26Ih  Anniversary  of  the  consecration 
of  His  Holiness  K.  Mar  Dinkha  IV,  Catholicos  Patriarch  of  the  Holy 
Apostolic  Catholic  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East.”  But  the  invitation 
had  not  reached  me  until  I  left  India  on  14,h  October.  Usually  10 
days  are  enough  for  an  ordinary  letter  to  reach  India.  But  I  think 
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that  after  September  1 1 , 2001  it  takes  more  time  as  scanning  is  done 
to  search  for  letter  bomb  in  the  post  offices. 

Mar  Narsai  de  Baz,  Metropolitan  of  Lebanon  and  Syria  Sc  Europe, 
Mar  Meelis  Zaia,  Bishop  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand  and  myself 
spoke  on  the  occasion.  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  spoke  thanking  all 
people  for  praying  for  his  health  after  the  heart  surgery.  He  cut  the 
cake  as  usual.  The  congregation  was  to  see  their  beloved  Patriarch 
in  his  regular  jovial  mood.  Although  we  thought  that  the  Patriarch 
would  cut  the  cake  and  go  home.  No  he  spoke  with  vigour  and 
happiness  and  sat  through  the  programme  till  the  finish. 

After  the  celebration  of  the  26th  anniversary  of  the  consecration  of 
the  Patriarch  I  took  permission  from  the  Patriarch  to  stay  in  the 
house  of  my  niece  Asha  and  her  husband  Paul  Furlough.  He  is  an 
American  boy  and  my  niece  is  an  American  born.  Asha  is  the  first 
baby  born  in  our  family  after  my  consecration  as  bishop  and 
Metropolitan  in  September  1968. 

In  Trichur  I  do  not  stay  in  the  home  of  my  parents  or  relatives,  as 
there  is  a  an  official  residence  for  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Church 
built  by  Mar  Abimalek  Timotheus  Metropolitan  in  1928.  But  in* 
Chicago  I  spend  a  couple  of  days  in  the  house  of  my  niece  which 
was  only  20  minutes  distance  from  the  Patriarchal  residence. 

This  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  meet  my  sister  Leela  (mother  of 
Asha)  and  her  husband  Professor  Alexander  Alex.  Asha’s  daughter 
Sophie  enjoys  the  attention  of  her  grand  parents  who  live  in 
retirement  in  Orlando,  Florida.  As  Asha  was  completing  her  final 
year  at  the  Medical  school  in  Chicago,  Sophie,  one  year  old  at  that 
time  needed  the  help  and  attention  of  her  mother’s  mother. 

When  my  sister  Leela  was  not  there  Sophie’s  fathers  mother  was 
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there  to  look  after  her.  I  do  not  know  what  the  little  girl  thought  of 
her  mother’s  uncle  with  long  beard.  She  must  have  thought  that 
the  Christmas  father  had  arrived  their  home  in  October  instead  of 
December. 

Our  younger  brother  Addison  had  come  from  Atlanta.  Therefore  it 
was  an  occasion  to  share  some  home  news.  He  was  in  that  home 
often.  He  was  staying  with  my  sister  Leela  when  Asha  was  born  in 
1970.  Therefore  they  know  each  other  much  more  than  I  do.  I  belong 
to  the  church  and  not  to  the  family. 

Sometimes  I  have  difficulty  in  remembering  the  names  of  my  20 
nephews  and  nieces.  Only  11  of  these  are  married.  I  have  15 
grandnephews  and  grandnieces.  As  we  are  10  brothers  and  sisters 
(seven  brothers  and  three  sisters  like  the  children  of  Job  in  the  Old 
Testament),  and  20  nephews  and  nieces,  my  prediction  is  that  the 
number  of  grandnieces  and  grandnephews  will  be  30.  My  prediction 
is  more  realistic. 

When  I  was  young  I  used  to  think  that  since  we  are  ten  children  we 
will  have  100  nieces  and  nephews  and  1000  grand  nieces  and 
grandnephews.  I  am  glad  that  my  old  calculation  is  wrong.  Otherwise 
India  would  have  faced  a  population  explosion. 

Asha  is  the  10d'  grandchild  of  my  parents  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.D.Mooken. 
Sophie  is  the  10th  great  grandchild.  I  do  not  know  how  both  of  them 
managed  to  get  10l!l  place.  Sophie’s  brother  is  born  now.  The  place 
is  No. 14  in  the  list.  The  No. 15  arrived  in  September. 

All  of  us  do  not  live  in  India.  My  twenty  nephews  and  nieces  live  in 
Australia,  Abudhabi,  England,  (Rugby  and  London),  and  USA 
(Indianapolis,  Chicago,  Atlanta,  Dallas,  San  Diego).  Those  who  live 
in  India  reside  in  Trichur,  Cochin,  Tiruvalla,  Alappey,  Changanachery, 
and  Nilambur. 
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Mrs.  Juliet  Kasha  is  an  Assyrian  teacher  who  likes  the  church  in  India 
very  much.  Bishop  Polouse  Mar  Poulose  and  I  stayed  in  their  home 
in  Chicago  when  we  went  for  the  Holy  Synod  in  1997.  She  has 
donated  very  much  for  the  Mar  Timotheus  Charitable  Hospital 
inaugurated  by  the  Catholicos  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  in  January 
1991  in  Trichur.  She  donated  Rs.  50  thousand  for  a  house  for  the 
homeless  and  gave  Rs.  60  thousand  for  the  Conference  building  in 
Trichur.  Therefore  I  spent  one  day  in  her  home  in  this  trip. 

Sheba  Mandu  is  active  in  the  church  in  Chicago  and  in  the  secular 
association  of  the  Assyrians.  He  has  a  printing  Press  where  he  prints 
several  books  in  the  Assyrian  Aramaic  language.  Juliet  Kasha  took 
me  to  the  printing  Press.  Sheba  Mandu  was  happy  to  see  me. 

He  is  the  Technical  Editor  of  Voice  From  the  East  that  is  being 
published  in  Chicago  since  1982  under  the  patronage  of  His  Holiness 
Mar  Dinkha  IV,  Catholicos  Patriarch  of  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the 
East. 

As  I  showed  interest  in  the  Church  calendar  of  2003  that  was  being 
printed  at  that  time  in  his  Press,  he  presented  me  with  two  books 
printed  in  that  Press.  One  was  the  book  of  Evangelion  (that  is  the 
portions  from  the  Gospels)  to  be  read  during  the  Holy  Qurbana 
throughout  the  year.  This  book  was  printed  in  1997.  It  is  smaller 
than  the  big  Evangelion  book  presented  to  me  by  the  Ashurbanipal 
Library  in  August  1988  during  my  lecture  in  that  Library.  That  book 
was  printed  in  1987.  It  is  a  big  one  in  a  very  expensive  paper. 

The  second  book  presented  to  me  by  Sheba  Mandu  was  a  big  New 
Testament  printed  in  1846.  It  is  a  photo  print  of  that  old  edition  of 
1846.  I  am  sure  that  a  copy  from  the  original  will  be  a  rare  copy 
now.  It  was  printed  more  than  157  years  ago.  I  wish  the  publishers 
had  put  the  date  of  the  re-print.  In  future  it  will  be  useful  to  know 
when  a  reprint  is  made. 
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Archdeacon  Aprim  de  Baz  had  dedicated  it  to  his  father  the  late 
Qashisha  Elias  de  Baz  and  mother  Victoria.  I  am  sure  that  those 
parents  taught  their  children  to  love  God  and  the  Church.  That  is 
the  reason  why  Aprim  became  an  archdeacon  and  the  younger  son 
became  a  Metropolitan,  namely  Mar  Narsai  Metropolitan,  deputy  to 
the  Patriarch.. 

There  are  a  lot  of  footnotes  in  this  New  Testament.  Nowadays 
the  Bibles  are  printed  without  footnotes  in  many  languages.  But 
the  revised  Bible  printed  in  Chicago  in  2002  was  printed  with 
footnotes.  Footnotes  help  us  study  the  word  of  God  more 
intelligently.  Now  there  are  concordances,  which  help  us  to  find 
out  cross-references  etc. 

Some  churches  give  emphasis  for  the  study  of  the  word  ol  God.  The 
Roman  Catholics  were  behind  many  other  churches  in  this  respect. 
They  wanted  the  clergy  to  study  it.  But  the  laity  were  only  to  listen 
to  the  sermons  and  Bible  classes  led  by  the  priests  and  Bible  scholars. 
Now  that  is  changed.  The  charismatic  movement  in  the  Catholic 
Church  put  an  emphasis  on  the  reading  of  the  word  of  Cod  by  the 
laymen  and  laywomen. 

The  priest  of  the  Mar  Gewargis  Church,  Rev.Shleemon  Hasqiel  came 
there.  He  is  the  editor  of  the  quarterly  publication  Voice  from  the 
East  published  from  Chicago.  It  contains  articles  in  three  languages, 
namely  Assyrian,  Arabic  and  English.  It  is  the  only  publication  from 
the  Patriarchate.  The  present  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  founded  this 
magazine  in  1982. 

ALABAMA 

Mathew  Chakola,  started  the  Alabama  Paper  Products.  In  my  mind 
Alabama  is  a  place  where  a  lot  of  struggle  for  freedom  and  equality 
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for  the  Black  people  in  America  took  place.  On  Friday  25,J'  October 
2002  I  went  to  Alabama  to  bless  the  new  plant.  My  thoughts  went 
back  to  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  the  great  civil  rights  leader. 

On  April,  1968  Rev.  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Junior,  the  Nobel 
Laureate,  was  shot  dead.  I  was  a  student  for  Th.  D.  (Doctor  of 
Theology)  in  Princeton  at  that  time.  I  had  anticipated  that 
something  like  martyrdom  was  waiting  for  the  great  man. 

In  1967  I  was  moved  when  this  young  holder  of  Nobel  Prize  for 
Peace  made  an  eloquent  speech  in  Riverside  Church  in  New  York, 
just  behind  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  at  Broadway  and  the 
120,h  street  when  I  was  studying  for  S.T.M.  (Master  of  Theology) 
degree.  I  managed  to  get  entrance  to  his  talk  as  one  of  the  ushers 
(volunteers)  for  that  meeting.  When  I  finished  my  ushering  duty 
and  the  speech  had  commenced,  I  was  invited  by  some  people  to 
take  a  seat.  I  was  always  wearing  my  cassock  ever  since  I  became  a 
deacon  in  June  1961. 

Then  the  speaker  went  to  the  United  Nations  to  submit  a 
memorandum  to  Ralph  Bunsche,  associate  Secretary'  General  of  the 
United  Nations  who  was  a  Black  man  himself.  I  followed  him.  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Junior  was  one  of  the  greatest  speakers  I  have 
listened  to  with  rapt  attention. 

He  was  a  Gandhian.  He  fought  for  equality  for  his  black  fellowmen 
in  the  land  of  their  birth  that  is  the  United  States  of  America.  As 
Mahatma  Gandhi  was  shot  on  31  January  1948,  somebody  shot  this 
American  leader  about  whom  many  people  thought  would  become 
the  President  of  the  U.S.A. 

He  tried  to  stir  the  conscience  of  the  people  of  America  to  dream 
dreams  for  the  future.  He  spoke  against  the  use  of  violence  in  the 
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world  of  violence.  What  would  he  have  done  today  if  he  lived  to  see 
the  Twin  Towers  crumble  like  a  pack  of  cards  on  1 1  September  2001' 

Violence  continues  in  India,  Mahatma  Gandhi,  Indira  Gandhi,  Rajeev 
Gandhi  and  others  were  assassinated.  In  America,  President  Lincoln, 
President  John  Kennedy,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Junior,  Senator 
Robert  Kennedy  and  others  were  shot  dead.  Will  their  blood  shed 
for  others  teach  us  a  lesson?” 

On  Friday  25th  October  I  conducted  an  inaugural  prayer  for  the 
Alabama  Paper  plant,  the  second  paper  company  which  Mathew 
Chakola,  the  son  of  our  late  Trustee  of  the  Church  in  India  Mr. 
Devassy  Chakola,  started  in  USA.  It  is  a  re-cycling  paper  plant  for 
roofing  paper.  I  had  visited  his  Maryland  Paper  Company  in  2002.  It 
is  located  at  16151  Elliott  Parkway  in  Williamsport,  Madison  21795. 

The  new  plant  named  Alabama  Paper  Products  is  in  a  different  state. 
It  is  situated  in  13000  Industrial  Park  Drive,  Tuscaloosa  in  Alabama 
35401.  Mathew  Chakola  has  to  fly  from  Washington  to  Birmingham, 
Alabama  and  has  to  have  a  long  drive  to  his  Paper  plant  and  to  the 
house. 

This  plant  is  for  recycling  paper  for  roofing  purposes.  Now  in 
America  the  trend  is  for  recycling  waste  paper  and  waste  clothing.  I 
read  the  following  news  about  recycling  clothes. 

In  Los  Angeles,  discarded  garments  are  being  recycled 
as  industrial  rags  and  carpet  underlay.  Such  recycling 
keeps  clothing  out  of  landfills,  where  it  makes  up  4 
percent  of  the  trash  dumped  each  year 

Mathew’s  wife  Sally  and  son  David  had  arrived  there  for  the  week¬ 
end.  Their  two  daughters  Mally  and  Katy  are  studying  in  colleges  in 
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different  places.  It  is  common  for  most  grown  up  children  to  stay 
away  from  their  parents  to  pursue  their  high  education.  The  first 
daughter  is  studying  to  be  a  lawyer  and  the  second  is  trying  to  be  an 
engineer  like  her  father. 

While  driving  from  his  plant  in  Tuscaloosa  to  the  Birmingham  airport 
Mathew  showed  me  the  huge  Mercedes  Benz  plant.  He  mentioned 
perhaps  his  daughter  could  get  training  in  that  plant.  The  next 
generation  can  work  more  wonders  than  the  parents.  Because  the 
younger  generadon  gets  more  opportunides  than  their  parents.  Most 
parents  want  their  children  to  be  more  educated  than  them.  Whether 
the  youngsters  become  successful  as  their  old  man  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

It  was  a  happy  occasion  for  me  to  meet  Sally,  Mathew’s  wife.  She  is  a 
dedicated  Christian.  She  had  met  me  only  on  two  occasions.  Once 
in  2001  when  I  spent  one  day  in  their  home  near  Washington.  The 
other  time  I  saw  her  briefly  was  when  she  was  singing  Xmas  songs 
etc  with  her  children  in  Mathew’s  elder  brother  Dr.Varghese 
Chakola’s  60th  birthday  celebrations  in  Trichur.  But  this  dme  I  got 
more  time  to  talk  with  her.  I  had  heard  complaint  that  I  talk  too 
fast.  But  in  Sally  I  met  a  person  who  was  in  competition  for  me.  She 
has  an  ability  to  make  instant  friends  with  people  she  meets.  I  am 
not  a  success  in  that  respect. 

Sally  Mathew  said  that  I  should  meet  Jack  Warner,  whose  grandfather 
can  be  called  father  of  Tuscaloosa.  Jack  who  is  82  or  so  is  a  pleasant 
personality.  He  has  collected  art  pieces  from  many  parts  of  the  world, 
especially  the  Orient.  Although  he  is  a  busy  person,  he  consented  to 
eat  with  us  that  evening  in  the  Art  Club.  In  America  it  is  impossible 
to  make  an  appointment  with  a  busy  person.  Jack  Warner  is  not  an 
ordinary  person.  I  don’t  think  anybody  other  than  Sally  could  achieve 
that. 
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I  had  great  respect  for  that  man  who  has  helped  many  noble  causes. 
After  some  time  of  eating  and  talking  with  us  in  a  relaxed  mood,  he 
asked  permission  to  leave  before  the  ice  cream  was  served.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  is  a  diabetic  like  I  am.  My  respect  for  him  was 
doubled,  when  he  told  the  reason  for  leaving.  His  wife  of  nearly  half 
a  century  was  suffering  from  Parkinson’s  disease.  As  a  caring 
husband  he  wanted  to  be  home  before  it  was  midnight. 

To  be  a  husband  for  half  a  century  is  not  an  easy  vocation  in  today’s 
world.  I  use  the  word  vocation  deliberately.  Marriage  is  a  calling  and 
commitment.  We  celibates  describe  celibacy  and  religious  life  as 
vocation,  a  calling  that  requires  sacrifice,  dedication  etc.  In  western 
countries  more  than  half  the  marriages  break  up.  Some  marriages 
break  up  before  they  are  married. 

There  are  a  lot  of  old  people  who  need  other  people’s  company.  I 
wish  I  could  visit  them.  But  time  does  not  permit  me  to  do  so.  I 
remember  when  my  mother’s  father  was  in  bed  when  he  was  95 
years  old.  I  could  not  visit  him  for  a  long  period.  I  was  busy  preaching 
in  Mizoram.  When  I  finally  went  I  told  him  that  I  was  busy.  He 
replied.  “Yes,  I  know  I  know  you  are  always  busy.”  I  could  detect  a 
tone  of  disappointment  in  his  reply. 

On  that  day  almost  everybody  in  USA  was  taking  about  the  sniper 
who  was  caught  just  that  day.  Sally  was  saying  that  she  was  driving  in 
the  same  route  to  the  airport  in  Washington  D.C.  the  previous  day 
morning  when  the  sniper  was  caught.  Americans  watch  with  attention 
and  interest  all  such  happenings.  They  watch  TV  or  listen  to  car 
radio  to  find  out  what  was  happening  on  such  current  issues. 

In  a  previous  visit  in  1995  a  hero  of  many  Americans  O.J.Simpson 
and  the  police  chasing  his  car  to  arrest  him  for  murdering  his  ex- 
wife  and  friend  was  the  big  news.  Americans  watched  their  TV  to 
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know  the  punishment  of  O .J. Simpson.  He  was  acquitted  saying  that 
there  was  no  evidence. 

On  4,h  February  1997  —  16  months  after  O.J.  Simpson  was  cleared 
of  murder  charges,  a  civil  trial  jury  blamed  him  for  the  killings  of 
his  ex-wife  and  her  friend  and  ordered  him  to  pay  $8.5  million  in 
compensatory  damages. 

Alabama  is  in  the  news  by  the  end  of  August  2003  as  the  US  Federal 
Court  suspended  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alabama 
for  installing  a  statue  of  Moses  and  Ten  Commandments  in  the  court 
office. 

The  supporters  of  the  suspended  Chief  Justice  are  demonstrating 
against  the  verdict  of  the  apex  court.  The  US  Federal  court  is  trying 
not  to  mix  religion  with  civil  rules.  On  the  other  hand,  the  “religious 
people”  say  that  the  American  constitution  is  about  freedom  of 
religion  and  not  freedom  from  religion.  This  is  going  to  be  a  hot 
issue  in  Alabama  and  elsewhere  in  USA.. 

Back  in  Chicago 

On  Saturday  26th  October  I  blessed  the  new  home  of  Santhosh  and 
Sumathi  Nadakavukkaren  whose  second  baby  I  baptised  in  March 
this  year.  On  Sunday  27th  I  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  in  Mar 
Geevarghese  Cathedral  in  Chicago.  Archdeacon  Aprim  De  Baz  (elder 
brother  of  Mar  Narsai  Metropolitan)  and  Fr.  Shleemon  Hasqiel,  vicar 
of  the  cathedral  assisted. 

I  was  able  to  meet  with  Shamasha  Lawrence  Namato  after  holy 
qurbana.  His  wife  Esther  and  sons  Daniel  and  Samuel  had  driven  a 
long-distance  from  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  to  meet  me.  Usually  when 
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he  was  in  working  in  the  Bell  Howell  Company  in  Chicago  he  used 
to  attend  St.John’s  Church.  But  this  time  he  came  to  Mar  Gewargis 
Church  with  the  sole  intention  of  meeting  me.  Therefore  I  decided 
to  spend  some  time  chatting  with  the  people  I  knew  in  the  basement 
over  breakfast. 

He  is  the  Webmaster  of  the  official  website  of  the  Assyrian  Church 
of  the  East  www.cired.org.  Recently  he  started  an  unofficial  website 
www.nestorian.org  in  which  he  has  put  an  article  on  the  Church  of 
the  East  in  India,  with  the  latest  statistics  and  my  photo.  He  expressed 
his  desire  to  put  some  pages  from  my  book  Nestorian  Fathers  in  his 
website.  As  this  book  of  mine  was  out  of  print  many  Assyrians  were 
asking  for  the  re-print.  I  am  happy  that  the  Mar  Narsai  Press  has 
reprinted  recently  this  book  in  English.  There  is  already  an  Arabic 
translation  of  this  book  made  by  William  Michael  of  Chicago,  now 
living  in  California. 

Deacon  Laurence  Namato  who  now  works  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 
invited  me  to  celebrate  holy  Qurbana  in  Michigan  when  I  go  to  the 
USA  next  time.  I  have  never  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  in  Michigan. 
When  I  spent  a  day  in  Detroit,  Michigan  three  years  ago  on  my  way 
to  Toronto,  The  church  committee  in  Detroit  parish  along  with  their 
parish  priest  Fr.  Benjamin  Benjamin  invited  me  to  offer  a  Holy 
Qurbana  in  their  parish.  But  it  was  not  easy  to  change  plans  suddenly 
when  we  travel  for  a  short  period  abroad. 

Michigan  is  a  state  with  very  strange  names  for  their  cities.  The 
following  names  are  strange  but  true  in  Michigan.  For  example,  Bad 
Axe,  Christmas,  Climax,  Eden,  Gay,  Hell,  Jug  Ville,  Kalamazoo,  Olive 
Branch,  Paradise,  Pigeon,  Pine  Stump  Junction,  Podunk  and  finally, 
Slapneck. 

The  first  time  I  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  in  the  Mar  Sargis  Church 
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was  in  1996  after  the  unity  of  the  two  calendars  in  the  Indian  church. 
I  did  not  know  the  exact  historical  details  of  that  church.  I  had 
known  that  it  was  the  Cathedral  of  Mar  Eshai  Shimun  Patriarch. 
Sometimes  the  Mar  Gewargis  Cathedral  in  Chicago  took  that  place. 
Therefore  it  is  interesting  to  quote  from  an  old  copy  of  the  Light 
From  the  East  the  history  of  the  opening  of  the  Mar  Sargis  church 
in  1952,  five  weeks  before  Mar  Thoma  Darmo  Metropolitan  was 
consecrated  Metropolitan  of  Malabar  &  India  in  California. 

NEW  PATRIARCHAL  CATHEDRAL,  OF  MAR 
SARGIS  CONSECRATED 

On  Palm  Sunday,  March  29,  1952  the  Holy  Apostolic 
and  Catholic  Church  of  the  East  took  a  tremendous 
step,  when  the  beautiful  Church  of  Mar  Sargis,  in 
Chicago,  was  consecrated  as  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Patriarchal  See  by  His  Holiness,  Mar  Eshai  Shimun 
XXIII,  and  Catholicos  Patriarch  of  the  East,  CXIX. 

For  more  than  six  months,  members  of  the  church 
had  been  busily  engaged  in  reconditioning  and 
remodeling  the  interior  in  accordance  with  the 
immemorial  style  of  the  Church  of  the  East  in  its 
homeland  of  Asia.  Formerly  the  building  was  the 
property  of  a  Lutheran  congregation. 

The  ceremony  of  consecration  began  at  8  a.m.  His 
Holiness  was  atterfded  by  Rev.  Esaya  Sliwoo,  Rev.  Isaac 
Rehana,  and  Rev,  Henry  J.  Sutcliffe.  Deacons  in 
attendance  were  Jacob  Serges,  Bodakh  DeKasha,  Pnuel 
Joseph,  and  Sayad  Jacob.  His  Holiness  consecrated 
the  Holy  of  Holies  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Liturgy  of  Anointed  Altars. 
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After  the  consecration,  the  Patriarch  celebrated  the 
Qurbana  Qaddisha,  and  preached.  His  text  was: 

“And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Take  oil  of  anointing 
and  anoint  the  Tabernacle  and  all  that  is  in  it,  and 
sanctify  it  and  all  the  vessels,  and  they  shall  be  holy, 
And  the  cloud  covered  the  Tabernacle,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  filled  the  Tabernacle.”  The  sermon  will 
appear  in  instalments  in  successive  issues  in  the  “Light 
from  the  East  “  in  Syriac. 

The  new  Cathedral  was  packed  to  capacity.  A  choir 
of  20  voices  sang  liturgical  hymns  pf  Palm  Sunday. 
Communicants  numbered  more  than  400.  This 
Church,  located  at  Wolcott  and  Cuyler  streets  on  the 
north  side  of  Chicago,  now  becomes  the  universal 
center  of  the  Holy  Apostolic  and  Catholic  Church  of 
the  East. 


Although  the  Cathedral  in  Chicago  was  consecrated  in  March  1952, 
the  Patriarch  did  not  consecrate  any  bishop  in  that  Cathedral.  The 
consecration  conducted  by  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun  was  on  May 
20,  1952.That  was  32  years  after  he  became  the  Patriarch  at  the  age 
of  12.  Since  the  Patriarch  was  in  exile  from  Iraq  from  August  1933 
to  1970,  he  could  not  consecrate  any  bishop  in  Iraq  during  that 
period. 

On  May  20,  1952,  that  is  seven  weeks  after  the  dedication  of  the 
Cathedral  in  Chicago  the  consecration  of  Mar  Thoma  Darmo 
Metropolitan  of  Malabar  Sc  India  was  in  Mar  Addai  Church  in 
Turlock,  near  San  Francisco  in  California.  He  died  in  Baghdad  on  7 
September  1969,  exactly  one  year  after  he  had  left  India  and  arrived 
in  Baghdad,  which  culminated  in  the  split  of  the  old  Calendar  group. 
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The  next  Episcopal  consecration  the  same  Patriarch  conducted  was 
in  Teheran,  Iran  on  11th  February  1962  when  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai 
Shimun  consecrated  Rev.Khannania  by  the  name  of  Bishop  Mar 
Dinkha.  The  third  consecration  the  same  Patriarch  Mar  Shimun 
conducted  was  in  Beirut  for  two  episcopes,  Mar  Yohannan  Avarham 
of  Syria  (who  died  on  14  April  1985)  and  Mar  Narsai  de  Baz. 

The  fourth  Episcopal  consecration  he  conducted  was  on  10  October 
1971  in  Mar  Zaia  Cathedral  in  Karrada  Mariam,  Baghdad  when 
consecrated  Mar  Timotheus  Metropolitan  who  died  on  6'1'  August 
2001.  aged  81.  Although  three  of  those  prelates  passed  away,  two  of 
them  namely  His  Holiness  Mar  Dinkha  IV  and  Mar  Narsai  de  Baz 
Metropolitan  of  Lebanon  are  still  active  in  the  church  giving  proper 
leadership  in  difficult  times  as  these. 

To  complete  the  history  of  the  Episcopal  consecrations  conducted 
by  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun,  it  is  claimed  that  he  consecrated 
two  Italian  Orthodox  priests  named  Claudio  Veterezo  and  Giovanni 
Biscu  as  Episopas  after  his  resignation  as  Patriarch  on  16  August 
1973.  It  is  not  recorded  in  which  church  this  Episcopal  consecration 
took  place.  Perhaps  it  is  not  very  relevant  today,  as  both  these  Italian 
bishops  had  left  the  Church  of  the  East  some  years  after  the 
consecration  of  the  present  Patriarch  H.H.  Mar  Dinkha  IV,  which 
took  place  on  17  October  1976  in  Ealing,  London.  First  Giovanni 
left  our  church  and  then  Claudio.  With  them  the  Italian  followers 
left  the  Church  of  the  East.  Bishop  Giovanni  died  in  2002  and  his 
companion  Claudio  had  died  a  little  earlier. 

At  Dallas,  Texas 

On  Sunday  27th  October  2002  immediately  after  the  Holy  Qurbana 
in  Mar  Gewargis  Cathedral  my  niece  drove  me  to  the  airport  in 
Chicago,  the  famous  O  Hare.  I  flew  to  Austin,  Texas  to  bless  the 
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new  house  of  Sebi  Paul  Nadakavukaren  and  Liza.  I  was  happy  to  see 
Sebi  and  Liza  again.  I  had  been  to  Austin  from  New  Jersey  in  Sept 
2000  to  baptize  their  second  child  Maya.  Their  son  Joseph  was 
baptized  by  Dr.  Poulose  Mar  Poulose  Episcopa  in  1997,  the  final 
baptism  he  conducted  in  the  USA. 

Sebi  Paul  works  in  CISCO  SYSTEMS,  Inc.  as  a  software  engineer.  He 
says  that  he  has  to  work  hard.  I  would  like  my  easygoing  friends  in 
India  to  know  that.  America  is  not  a  land  where  milk  and  honey 
flow.  One  has  to  work  hard  in  order  to  survive  and  to  succeed. 
Especially  after  Sept  11,  2001.  Some  software  engineers  have  returned 
to  India.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  job  in  that  country  of  plenty. 

On  Monday  I  flew  from  Austin  to  Dallas  and  stayed  with  my  niece 
Maya,  born  in  England  whose  marriage  I  conducted  eight  years  ago 
in  Rugby,  England.  Now  on  29th  Oct  I  prayed  at  the  7th  birthday  of 
her  daughter  Kristina.  Kristina  used  to  call  me  Jesus  when  I  was 
staying  with  my  sister  in  Rugby,  England  in  199b  oi  so. 

When  my  sister  Sushila  used  to  call  Kristina  for  breakfast,  she  used 
to  ask  did  Jesus  take  breakfast?  At  first  my  sister  did  not  understand 
that  question.  Then  she  knew  that  in  the  mind  of  little  Kristina 
the  man  with  the  beard  looked  like  the  picture  of  Jesus  he  had 
seen  in  many  places.  Moreover  my  name  was  difficult  toi  hei  to 
learn  or  remember.  So  she  decided  to  name  me  Jesus.  My  elder 
sister  Leela  has  a  granddaughter  with  the  same  name  of  Kristina. 
But  her  spelling  is  Christina,  with  a  Ch  instead  of  K  in  the 

beginning. 

It  is  easy  to  make  the  distinction  while  writing  then  names.  I  do  not 
think  any  expert  in  pronunciation  can  make  that  difference  in 
pronouncing  those  two  names. 
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On  the  same  day  I  visited  and  prayed  at  the  house  of  Donald  Daniel, 
an  Assyrian  businessman  living  in  Plano  near  Dallas. 

Donald  Daniel  is  an  Assyrian.  His  brother  is  a  deacon  (Dan  Daniel) 
in  California.  A  younger  brother  and  mother  attended  my  Qurbana 
the  previous  Sunday  in  Mar  Gewargis  Cathedral.  They  had 
telephoned  to  him  and  told  him  about  me.  They  gave  me  the 
telephone  number.  Therefore  1  telephoned  him  from  my  niece’s 
home  in  Plano.  So  there  was  no  need  for  me  to  make  a  detailed 
introduction.  They  knew  me  before  I  telephoned.  We  agreed  that 
he  would  come  the  next  day  to  my  niece’s  home  and  take  me  to  his 
home.  He  decided  not  to  work  that  day.  He  is  a  businessman  where 
it  is  possible  to  call  a  day  off  without  previous  notice. 

I  was  impressed  by  his  interest  in  our  church.  But  he  is  not  impressed 
by  the  way  our  church  is  run  in  America.  He  feels  that  we  have  to 
run  our  church  using  the  intellectuals  and  the  educated  in  our 
community.  He  told  one  of  our  bishops  in  America  that  all  the 
members  of  our  church  committees  should  have  a  minimum  of  a 
basic  academic  degree  from  an  American  University.  He  says  that 
we  have  to  be  business-like  like  the  Jews. 

Then  he  says  that  the  bishops  should  be  spiritual  men  and  not  behave 
like  businessmen.  I  know  what  he  means.  I  always  pray  to  God  to 
keep  me  as  a  spiritual  leader  for  my  people.  I  know  that  I  have  to  be 
wise  as  a  serpent  too.  He  says  that  he  learned  business  from  the  Jews 
in  New  York.  The  Jewish  people  are  successful  in  New  York  and  other 
places. 

Donald  Daniel  had  a  degree  while  he  was  in  Iraq  and  he  studied 
again  in  New  York.  His  eldest  son  Sargon  Daniel  is  studying  in 
London,  England.  I  was  happy  to  see  his  photo  along  with  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  in  the  Buckingham  Palace  in  the  company  of  some 
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brilliant  students  invited  for  some  function  in  connection  with  the 
celebration  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  her  coronation  as  the  Queen 
of  England. 

% 

He  is  giving  his  best  attention  for  the  education  of  his  three  boys. 
So,  naturally  he  would  expect  our  church  committee  members  to 
have  academic  degrees.  It  is  not  possible  to  make  such  rules.  It 
will  be  good  if  our  educated  people  come  closer  to  the 
administration  of  the  church.  Some  educated  people  should 
become  deacons  and  priests.  As  deacons  they  can  do  their  secular 
job  and  serve  that  church  in  an  honorary  capacity.  That  is  the  only 
way  to  upgrade  our  church.  If  the  intellectuals  and  the  educated 
people  keep  a  distance  from  the  church  we  will  be  left  with  ordinary 
people. 

I  must  admit  that  in  our  church  committees  in  India  we  have 
members  who  have  no  educational  qualifications.  Sometimes  they 
talk  in  church  committees  as  if  they  know  much  more  than  the 
educated  people.  It  may  be  true  in  some  cases.  But  it  is  not  true 
always.  Of  course  Jesus  Christ  chose  ordinary  people  like  fishermen. 
In  Assyrian  communities  in  America  I  have  heard  that  (he 
intellectuals  and  well-educated  people  are  not  properly  made  use  of 
in  the  activities  of  the  church.  The  educated  and  the  un-  edu.  **  ■  1 
should  work  together  to  improve  the  situadon.  We  cannot  win  our 
match  with  a  B  team.  We  have  to  send  our  A  team  to  the  matches. 
Then  only  we  can  win  the  trophy. 

His  wife  Lila  was  interested  in  our  church.  She  served  lunch  for  me 
and  to  Dr.  George  and  to  his  son-in-law  George  who  came  to  pick 
me  up  back  to  where  I  was  staying.  When  I  told  that  I  have  not 
eaten  meat  ever  since  I  became  a  bishop  in  1968  she  prepared  a 
good  Assyrian  fish  dish.  I  am  not  good  in  remembering  the  names 
of  the  different  varieties  of  fish.  I  am  not  good  in  cooking. 
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Donald  Daniel’s  mother  observes  a  lot  of  fast  days.  When  I  told  him 
that  I  don’t  eat  even  fish,  eggs,  dairy  products  etc  during  50  days  of 
Lent,  25  days  of  Advent  fast  and  the  three  days  of  the  Bautha  de 
Ninwaye.  He  told  me  that  his  pious  mother  even  now  while  living  in 
Chicago  still  observe  many  more  fast s  than  what  I  mentioned.  The 
15  days  fast  for  Mart  Mariam  (  August  1-  15),  8  days  fast  for  the 
birth  of  Mart  Mariam  (  Sept  1  to  8)  and  50  days  fast  for  the  Apostles, 
fast s  of  Eliya  and  many  others  which  he  does  not  remember.  She 
fast s  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays.  That  is  too  many  days  a  year  for 
fast.  Women  are  keen  in  observing  fasts.  The  men  are  far  behind 
the  women  as  fast  and  the  observance  of  the  fast  and  feasts  are 
concerned. 

Hudra  prayer  books  were  there  in  his  shelf.  Therefore  I  left  the 
home  in  the  afternoon  I  said  the  Ramsha  (evening)  prayers  from 
Hudra..  I  was  happy  that  Donald  Daniel  knew  the  tunes  of  the 
anthems  I  sang  from  the  Hudra  prayer  book.  I  want  the  Assyrians 
not  to  forget  the  prayers  of  the  fathers,  if  we  boast  in  the  antiquity 
of  our  faith.  But  it  is  not  easy  to  keep  the  old  faith  in  the  modern 
busy  world.  The  next  generation  is  not  familiar  with  our  faith.  This 
is  true  of  most  ethnic  community. 

I  left  Donald  Daniel’s  house  and  went  to  the  house  of  Maya,  my 
niece.  I  had  to  cut  the  cake  for  the  7th  birth  anniversary  of  her 
daughter  Kristina.  Her  maternal  grandfather  Dr.George  had  come 
from  England  to  be  present  for  her  birthday.  Kristina  is  his  first 
grandchild.  He  has  four  more  grandchildren,  one  in  this  house, 
another  in  London,  and  another  in  another  house  in  London  and 
one  in  Melbourne,  Australia. 

Next  day  I  visited  the  house  of  Geevar  from  Kunnamkulam  near 
Trichur.  His  parents  were  staying  there  taking  care  of  the 
grandchildren.  They  were  happy  that  I  visited  their  home.  Some 
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young  couples  send  their  little  children  to  India  to  be  taken  care  by 
the  grand  parents  in  Kerala.  But  that  will  be  a  disadvantage  when 
the  children  are  brought  back  to  America  for  going  to  school  etc. 
Moreover  the  young  parents  cannot  see  their  little  children  as  often 
as  they  wish  due  to  the  distance  where  the  children  were  growing 
up  in  India. 

All  old  people  may  not  like  the  climate  of  America.  The  people  who 
live  in  India  cannot  easily  adjust  to  the  winter  of  America,  especially 
the  snow  in  most  of  the  states  of  the  United  States  of  America;  I 
remember  my  mother  going  to  America  for  a  few  months  to  take 
care  of  the  her  grandson  in  1980.  Then  when  the  winter  came  in 
December  she  returned  to  India  after  visiting  her  second  daughter 
living  in  England.  The  old  people  usually  do  not  find  it  easy  to  adjust 
to  the  weather  of  America. 

I  did  not  have  much  difficulty  with  my  first  winter  in  New  York  in 
1966,  as  I  was  a  young  student  of  26  years  and  I  went  to  America  to 
study  to  earn  an  academic  degree.  When  the  primary  consideration 
is  earning  degree  the  weather  and  other  hardships  do  not  matter 
much.  As  far  as  I  know  the  students  who  go  to  America  do  not  return 
home  due  to  the  cold  weather. 

I  telephoned  to  Anand  Mangalam,  grandson  of  our  church  historian 
and  Malayalam  writer  in  Trichur,  the  late  Mr.M.V.Paul.  Anand  is  new 
in  USA.  He  is  a  young  graduate  who  was  trying  to  get  education  in 
America.  Since  he  is  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  he  is  definitely 
planning  to  return  to  India  after  his  studies.  He  is  in  Moscow,  Idaho; 
away  from  the  Assyrians  as  well  as  the  Indians. 

I  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.C.V.Abraham,  younger  brother  of 
Dr.C.V.Jacob,  father-in-law  of  my  niece  Maya.  He  lives  far  from  the 
city.  It  is  a  huge  house  named  Xanadu.  I  had  seen  the  picture  of 
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Xanadu  in  the  cartoon  series  called  Mandrake  the  Magician.  We 
press  the  button  outside  the  gate.  Then  the  gates  are  open.  Then 
there  are  two  big  dogs.  Mrs.  Abraham  kept  these  ferocious  looking 
animals  far  from  us.  I  do  not  know  what  would  have  happened  if 
they  had  jumped  on  us.  It  is  a  huge  house  with  swimming  pool.  I 
would  not  like  to  reside  in  such  a  house  despite  all  the  security.  I  ate 
a  good  Kerala  lunch  with  puttu  and  egg  curry. 

On  30  October  I  reached  Dallas  airport  at  4.30  p.m.  for  5.30p.m. 
departure.  The  airlines  staff  gave  the  boarding  pass  before  we  stand 
at  a  counter.  This  is  an  information  counter.  But  since  I  have  no 
baggage  to  be  checked  in,  they  gave  me  the  boarding  pass.  There  is 
no  seat  number.  It  is  the  free  seating.  I  got  to  the  gate  No.8  and 
waited  till  5.30  p.m. 

I  chatted  with  my  brother  -in-law  Dr.  N.V.  George  of  Rugby,  England 
as  well  as  his  son-in-law  George  Jacob.  His  son  George  Jacob  Junior 
was  sleeping.  Then  at  5  p.m.  I  got  into  the  security  area  saying 
good-bye  to  all  the  three  Georges.  The  visitors  cannot  proceed  from 
there.  When  I  got  to  the  screening  area  one  person  told  me  that  I 
should  put  my  hat  also  through  the  screening  machine.  Since  knives, 
scissors  are  not  allowed.  I  was  afraid  that  they  would  refuse  my 
diabetic  syringe  kept  in  my  briefcase.  Therefore  I  left  it  in  the 
washroom. 

But  hat  I  had  to  carry.  So  I  took  it  off  my  head  and  put  it  in  the  tray 
for  screening.  The  lady  officer  who  screened  it  told  me  that  I  did 
not  have  to  screen  it  because  there  is  no  metal  in  my  hat.  I  said,* 
Thank  you".  But  I  do  not  know  the  next  officer  will  be  satisfied 
because  they  do  not  know  whether  I  have  stitched  in  some  metal 
piece  after  I  got  through  that  gate.  1  took  my  pen  and  put  it  in  my 
brief  case  for  screening  as  my  pen  has  a  metal  top.  Next  time  they 
should  manufacture  pens  with  plastic  tops  instead  of  metals.  So  I 
can  go  without  screening  the  pen. 
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I  was  in  Austin  again  just  for  the  night  of  30lh.  My  flight  to  Germany 
was  on  31st.  I  could  easily  fly  directly  from  Dallas  to  Dulles 
International  in  Washington  D.C.  to  catch  my  international  flight. 
But  my  booking  was  from  Austin  to  Dulles  in  Washington.  Hence  I 
took  the  trouble  of  going  to  Austin  to  catch  the  morning  flight  to 
Washington. 

That  wTas  not  a  direct  flight.  I  had  to  fly  from  Austin  to  Memphis 
(Tennessee)  then  to  Birmingham  (Alabama)  then  to 
Washington. D.C.  Three  different  flights  before  I  catch  the 
international  flight  to  Germany.  That  is  the  rule  of  the  airlines  when 
we  buy  the  cheaper  tickets.  I  always  travel  by  the  cheapest  ticket. 
There  is  no  logic  in  myself  going  from  Dallas  to  Austin  (Texas), 
then  Memphis  (Tennessee),  then  to  Birmingham  (Alabama)  and 
finally  to  Washington,  D.C. 

If  I  were  working  in  the  security  section  and  find  a  passenger 
zigzagging  like  that,  I  would  check  him  twice.  At  the  same  time  I 
will  also  try  to  influence  the  airlines  authorities  in  Austin  to  put 
him  in  the  direct  flight  to  Washington  without  sending  that 
passenger  through  Memphis  and  Birmingham.  I  will  take  the  three 
boarding  passes  and  clip  them  together  and  put  the  passenger  in 
the  direct  flight. 

r 

It  saves  a  lot  of  headache  to  the  passenger  as  well  as  to  the  authorities. 
In  each  of  these  three  flights  I  was  praying  not  to  cause  any  delay, 
lest  I  miss  the  international  flight  in  Washington  D.C.  I  am  writing 
this  matter  at  length  hoping  that  somebody  in  high  places  will  read 
this  travail  of  a  traveller  and  instruct  their  staff  to  show  such  small 
mercies  to  a  tired  passenger.  The  airlines  company  is  not  losing 
anything  by  doing  this.  In  fact  they  are  saving  a  cup  of  tea  and  some 
peanuts,  as  well  as  security  check  in  three  different  airports. 
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My  niece  Asha  who  is  born  in  Chicago  thought  that  was  unwise  of 
her  uncle  to  do  this  zigzagging  in  the  air.  She  said  I  should  fly  from 
Dallas  to  Washington  skipping  the  round  about  route.  She 
telephoned  to  the  airlines  office.  They  replied  that  if  I  go  by  such  a 
direct  route  I  have  to  pay  1700  US  Dollars  more.  Then  she  gave  up. 
Sometimes  logic  or  reason  does  not  apply  to  the  rules  of  the  airlines. 
Otherwise  the  passengers  keep  changing  their  bookings  according 
to  their  will  and  pleasure. 
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SIXTH  VISIT  TO  GERMANY 

On  Friday  November  1st  2002  I  reached  Frankfurt  in  Germany. 
Youkhanna  Sibo  and  Sliewo  Madja,  from  Syria  living  in  Wiesbaden 
near  Frankfurt  received  me  at  the  airport.  They  took  to  a  hotel  where 
the  Bishop  of  Europe  of  our  church  Mar  Odisho  Oraham  was  staying 
the  previous  week.  So  beard  and  my  attire  weie  not  stiange  to  the 
people  in  the  hotel.  I  did  take  food  from  that  hotel.  The  Assyrian 
people  took  me  to  eat  the  Assyrian  food  in  the  house  of  Youkhanna 

Sibo. 

Next  day  I  went  to  pray  in  the  house  of  Matte  Mirza  whose  sister 
Sieham  Adam  Mirza  had  died  on  26th  October.  Her  mother  Helene 
Abraham  aged  74  born  in  Iraq  and  a  sister  Shmonie  came  from 
Syria  to  spend  a  few  months  with  the  bereaved  family. 

Siam’s  father  was  Deacon  Adam  who  died  in  Syria.  But  Deacon 
Adam’s  brother  Officer  Dinkha  died  only  40  days  before  I  celebrated 
Holy  Qurbana  in  Saraspiedo  in  Khabour  Valley  in  Syria  in  March 
1996.  Therefore  I  had  attended  the  40,h  day  Memorial  breakfast  in 

their  home  in  Syria. 

Here  Siam  died  in  Linburg  (near  Frankfurt)  Germany-  I  had 
language  difficulty  as  the  Assyrians  in  Germany  speak  only  Assyrian 
and  German  Languages.  Actually  I  know  some  German.  Since  I  am 
not  confident  enough  to  speak  that  language  I  prefer  to  pretend  to 
be  ignorant.  I  had  started  German  language  study  in  Princeton 
University  in  1967  when  I  joined  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
for  a  Th.  D.  (Doctor  of  Theology)  course.  I  found  conversation  in 
that  language  difficult  and  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  read  some 
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theological  literature  in  that  language.  Therefore  I  did  a  summer 
course  in  German  language  and  passed  the  examination  by 
translating  some  pages  from  Richard  Pannenburg’s  Die  Christologie. 

I  did  not  make  use  of  that  knowledge  owing  to  my  consecration  as 
Metropolitan  in  Baghdad  in  September  1968  and  getting  back  to 
India  in  October.  Where  knowledge  of  German  language  was  not  of 
any  use  to  court  cases  and  to  the  dirty  division  and  the  two-calendar 
fight  and  struggle. 

Their  priest  Archdeacon  Bityou  Bityou  speaks  some  English.  When 
I  spoke  on  Sunday  at  the  Assyrian  Hall  I  typed  my  speech  in  English 
and  gave  him  a  copy  so  that  he  could  translate  my  speech  at  ease.  It 
is  very  difficult  for  him  to  understand  my  English.  After 
understanding  the  English,  he  has  to  think  of  proper  words  in 
Assyrian.  Translating  speeches  without  a  typed  text  is  very  difficult.  I 
said  typed  text,  because  handwriting  of  some  people  is  horrible.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  decipher  the  words.  Roni,  son  of  Mattai,  spoke 
English.  He  is  studying  in  the  University. 

joumana  daughter  of  Youkhanna,  also  speaks  English.  With  three 
languages  namely  Assyrian,  German  and  English  I  managed  to 
communicate  something  to  our  people.  Now  Daniel,  son  of 
Youkhanna  Sibo,  aged  three,  comes  to  look  how  I  type  this  message 
and  fax  to  India. 

On  Sunday  I  celebrated  Qurbana  Qaddisha  in  Wiesbaden  for  our 
Assyrian  congregation  in  Germany.  The  congregation  in  Wiesbaden 
area  is  our  main  congregation. 

We  do  not  have  a  church  building  in  Germany.  The  Roman  Catholic 
Church  is  kind  enough  to  allow  one  of  their  churches  for  our  use. 

1  he  church  is  at  Rambagh  near  Wiesbaden.  The  name  of  the  church 
is  St.John.  But  we  call  it  Mar  Shimun  Bar  Sabbae  Church. 
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Three  deacons  namely  George  Marogi  Kellaita,  Warda  Bithyon  Warda 
and  Esam  Warda  assisted  me  along  with  Archdeacon  Bityon.  Deacon 
Warda  Bityon  is  the  son  of  Archdeacon  Bithyon.  It  is  usual  in  the 
Assyrian  Church  for  several  young  people  to  follow  the  father’s 
profession.  As  we  do  not  need  many  priests  some  of  them  want  at 
least  to  be  a  deacon  to  be  in  the  father’s  line. 

In  India  the  trend  is  reversed.  Most  of  the  clergy  children  refuse  to 
follow  the  father’s  profession.  The  reason,  the  clergy  say,  is  the 
financial  hardships,  which  their  father  has  to  suffer.  In  India  25  years 
ago  Fr.M.I.David  asked  his  son  to  be  deacon  at  the  service  when  he 
was  promoted  as  a  priest.  After  two  decades  four  priests  gave  their 
children  to  be  deacons. 

After  Qurbana  there  was  a  baptism  in  that  church  for  an  Assyrian 
child.  I  took  photos  with  that  family.  Then  most  of  the  worshippers 
moved  to  the  Nineveh  Club  where  the  Assyrians  gathered  to  pay 
respect  to  the  departed  woman  Siam.  Her  husband  Antwan  and 
relatives  were  sitting  there  wearing  black  clothes.  There  was  breakfast 
served  there.  1  spoke  briefly  offering  my  sympathy  to  the  bereaved 
family  and  best  wishes  to  the  Nineveh  Club,  which  affords  a  place 
for  the  Assyrians  to  gather  for  social  occasions. 

The  following  Sunday  there  was  to  have  a  Qurbana  in  Stuttgart. 
There  are  some  Assyrians  in  Stuttgart  and  in  other  cities  such  as 
Berlin.  But  we  have  at  present  only  one  priest.  The  previous  priest 
Fr.Emmanuel  resigned  as  a  result  of  some  difference  of  opinion. 

It  is  painful  to  see  how  the  Assyrians  are  divided.  In  their  long 
struggle  for  a  peaceful  life  the  Assyrians  could  have  had  a  better 
deal  if  they  were  not  divided  by  denominations,  by  tribes,  by  clans 
and  by  individual  personality  clashes.  Such  issues  are  universal.  I 
pray  to  God  to  send  the  spirit  of  reconciliation  and  unity  not  only 
in  Assyrians,  but  the  whole  humanity  on  this  planet  earth. 
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IN  ROME 

On  Monday  November  4,  2002  I  went  to  Rome  to  participate  in  the 
Dialogue  of  the  Assyrian  Church  with  the  Vatican,  which  started  in 
October  1995.  So  this  was  the  eight  annual  meeting.  I  have  arranged 
with  Fr.Dr.George  Toma  of  Chicago  to  wait  for  me  at  the  airport  in 
Rome  so  that  we  could  ride  together  to  Vatican.  Previous  trips  I  had 
taken  a  train  from  the  airport  to  the  city.  I  was  not  bold  enough  to  • 
attempt  such  a  journey  to  the  place  of  our  dialogue  in  Vatican  in 
this  trip. 

As  decided  between  us  Fr.Toma  was  waiting  for  me  at  the  airport  . 
He  had  arrived  only  few  minutes  earlier  from  Chicago  in  the  Alitalia 
flight.  My  flight  from  Frankfurt  was  also  international  flight.  But  I 
did  not  have  to  go  through  the  difficult  lines  for  aliens  at  the 
immigration  counters.  EU  passport  holders  could  walk  through  any 
of  the  European  countries.  The  American  passport  holders  also  could 
walk  through  the  green  lines.  But  we  Asians  were  considered  aliens 
in  some  countries.  It  was  difficult  to  answer  some  questions  and 
clear  their  doubts. 

The  Schengen  visa  entitles  Indians  to  go  through  the  countries,  which 
signed  the  treaty  at  a  place  called  Schengen  in  Holland.  Many 
Americans  have  not  heard  about  Schengen  visa  or  a  town  called 
Schengen.  We,  Indians  are  grateful  to  all  those  European  countries 
that  have  signed  these  agreements  to  remove  their  check  posts 
between  some  ten  European  countries.  Therefore  we  Indians  could 
travel  from  Germany  to  Rome  without  any  trouble,  just  like  domestic 
flights  from  Cochin  to  Madras. 
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Actually  the  distance  between  these  European  countries  is  same  as 
the  flights  from  Cochin  to  Madras  or  Bombay.  These  are  small 
countries  compared  to  India.  I  do  not  know  whether  all  the  Schengan 
visa  nations  together  will  be  as  big  as  India. 

I  am  not  the  only  bishop  who  travels.  In  the  flights  I  met  some 
bishops.  It  is  true  that  I  have  made  44  foreign  trips  in  my  life.  Some 
trips  had  included  several  countries.  There  is  no  record  of  the 
countries  I  covered  in  my  44  trips.  I  do  not  know  wrhen  I  will  stop 
travelling.  I  may  take  only  two  trips  in  2003  like  I  did  in  2002.  But 
the  Pope  John  Paul  II  who  broke  the  record  is  not  stopping  at  the 
age  of  83.  He  will  complete  84  in  May  2004. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  scheduled  five  foreign  trips  in  the  year  2003.  He 
visited  Spain  in  May  first  week.  He  went  to  Croatia  and  Bosnia  in 
June.  He  will  visit  Slovakia  and  France  in  September.  Purpose  of 
his  visit  to  France  is  to  address  European  Parliament. 

Vatican  as  a  city-state  has  only  74  years  of  history  in  February  2003. 
It  was  on  11  February  1929  the  Lateran  Treaty  was  signed  creating 
Vatican  as  a  city-state.  It  has  a  long  history.  Pope  Pius  IX  asked  the 
Catholics  on  June  29,  1877  to  boycott  the  election  in  Italy.  His 
successors  Leo  XIII,  Pius  X,  Pius  XI  continued  for  59  years  their 
confrontation  with  the  government.  Unofficial  talks  began  between 
Pope’s  brother  and  the  Italian  Government  in  1926.  On  11  February 
1929  Vatican  City  State  came  into  being.  Vaucan  is  on  the  right  side 
of  the  River  Tiber  in  Rome.  Via  Conciliazione  1 1  February  1929  was 
created  to  connect  Italy  with  Vatican. 

Vatican  is  said  to  have  the  highest  rate  of  crime  per  citizen.  Because 
there  are  only  less  than  500  residents  in  Vatican  which  is  a  108  acre 
city-state.  There  are  2,700  staff  members.  As  there  are  nearly  ten 
million  tourists  every  year,  the  city  court  in  Vatican  had  to  deal  with 
608  cases  in  2002. 
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Assyrian  -  Vatican  Dialogue 

I  had  to  be  absent  the  previous  year  that  was  in  2001,  in  this  dialogue 
owing  to  my  hospitalization.  I  suspected  that  I  would  not  be  able  to 
travel  abroad  and  ask  my  Patriarch  (Mar  Dinkha  IV)  to  find  a  suitable 
head  for  the  delegation  of  our  church.  Since  we  have  only  a  few  bishops 
who  had  learned  theology  or  could  converse  in  English  it  is  not  an 
easy  task  to  find  substitutes.  But  at  the  same  time  our  convener¬ 
secretary,  Bishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro  is  a  competent  person  to  make  up 
for  my  absence.  Then  the  problem  will  be  to  find  a  suitable  secretary. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  find  a  suitable  person  who  can  draft  and  do  a 
lot  of  clerical  work.  Vatican  has  a  staff  member  properly  trained  like 
Fr.  Johan  Bonny.  He  is  a  professional.  But  our  church  being  a  small 
church  will  find  it  difficult  to  make  suitable  replacements  especially 
at  short  notice  Therefore  my  place,  as  co-chairman  was  vacant  in 
the  2001  meeting. 

In  November  2002  we  had  to  change  the  venue  at  the  last  moment. 
We  had  booked  a  year  early  at  a  familiar  place  Casa  Internationale 
de  Clero.  Only  a  week  prior  to  the  meeting  the  organizers  found 
out  to  their  disappointment  that  the  place  was  fully  booked  for 
another  international  event  accommodating  more  people.  We  could 
not  find  a  suitable  place  at  a  short  notice. 

Although  the  Catholic  church  owned  a  lot  of  places  and  buildings 
in  and  around  Rome  in  addition  to  the  little  kingdom  of  Vatican 
there  was  no  place  for  12  of  us  to  live  and  meet  for  a  week.  Later 
another  place  closer  to  the  Vatican  was  found.  It  is  a  more  expensive 
place  to  live.  It  is  maintained  like  a  hotel.  Food  is  served  on  the 
table  by  waiters  likevhotels  instead  of  self-service  we  had  in  other 
conference  centers.  You  need  to  wait  for  waiters  if  food  is  to  be 
served  at  the  tables.  That  means  more  expenses.  I  hope  that  the 
delegates  enjoyed  the  extra  luxury. 
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The  change  of  venue  at  the  last  moment  had  its  headaches.  I  was 
already  out  of  India.  When  the  message  of  change  of  venue  was 
faxed  to  my  office  in  India,  my  secretary  began  to  panic  that  it  was 
not  easy  to  communicate  with  me.  I  am  not  that  type  who  carries  a 
mobile  phone.  Nor  do  I  keep  in  touch  with  India  always  to  know  all 
the  news  while  I  am  travelling. 

It  is  too  expensive  to  make  international  telephone  calls.  Of  course 
most  of  the  time  my  hosts  encourage  me  to  call  home  and  be 
informed  of  the  developments  at  home,  I  avoid  it.  I  entrust  every 
thing  in  the  Lord  and  mind  my  business.  That  is  more  than  enough 
to  make  me  busy.  I  have  to  think  about  my  next  stay  while  I  travel.  It 
is  comfortable  to  be  free  from  the  worries  and  burdens  of 
administration  at  least  for  a  few  weeks  when  I  am  away. 

My  Vicar  General  will  take  care  of  the  affairs  connected  with  the 
clergy.  The  Board  of  Trustees  handles  the  financial  matters  even  if  I 
am  present  in  my  headquarters.  I  personally  feel  that  elected  trustees 
should  handle  the  financial  matters  of  the  church.  This  can  save  a 
lot  of  unnecessary  criticisms  from  the  laity  regarding  the  use  or 
misuse  of  money. 

My  secretary  knew  that  I  would  be  constandy  on  the  move.  Yet  he 
decided  to  contact  me  in  the  Patriarchate  in  Chicago  in  the  middle 
of  the  night.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  change  in  time  in  different 
countries.  FrAntwan  Latchin  in  the  Patriarchate  who  was  woken  up 
by  the  midnight  telephone  call  told  my  secretary  that  it  was  midnight 
or  after  and  he  could  try  to  contact  me  at  my  niece’s  place  next 
morning.  Anyhow  finally  with  much  difficulty  he  contacted  me  and 
conveyed  the  message  of  the  change  of  venue.  I  had  already  received 
a  phone  call  about  the  change  of  venue  from  Bishop  Mar  Bawai 
Soro. 
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It  was  more  difficult  to  reach  some  delegates  as  most  delegates  had 
left  their  homes.  Some  delegates  had  several  meetings  when  they 
travel  away  from  their  home.  It  is  not  easy  to  attend  meetings  abroad. 
It  is  so  expensive.  Therefore  sometimes  some  delegates  combine 
their  programmes,  if  that  is  geographically  feasible. 

Archbishop  Cyril  Selim  Boustros  was  not  reachable.  He  was  away 
from  his  diocese  in  Lebanon.  He  was  going  to  attend  some  meeting 
in  Rome  just  before  our  meetings.  Fortunately  he  was  going  to  be  in 
the  meeting  that  was  being  held  where  we  were  earlier  booked. 
Therefore  we  thought  that  we  would  not  miss  him.  We  had  asked 
the  people  in  the  place  to  give  the  message  to  Archbishop  Boustros 
to  come  to  Casa  Bonus  Pastor  where  we  were  meeting.  He  finally 
made  it. 

All  the  delegates  were  in  full  attendance.  Six  from  the  catholic  side 
and  five  from  the  Assyrian  side.  This  time  we  had  an  attraction.  A 
woman’s  voice.  This  guest  was  Dr.  Teresa  Hainthaler  from  Germany. 
She  is  a  professor  at  Institut  for  Dogmen-und  Konzilgeshichte  at 
Hochschule  St  Georgen  in  Frankfurt  Main  in  Germany.  She  was  new 
to  most  of  the  delegates  except  to  Bishop  Bawai,  Bishop  Jammo  and 
myself  who  were  attending  the  Pro  Oriente  meetings  in  Vienna.  She 
has  been  in  the  Syriac  Commission  from  the  beginning  as  an  expert. 
She  is  one  of  the  best  theologians  who  was  assistant  to  Cardinal  Aloys 
Grillmeier  in  Frankfurt.  This  Cardinal  had  pleaded  with  his  fellow 
Roman  Catholics  for  forming  a  favourable  attitude  towards  Nestorius 
and  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia. 

Sister  Teresa  is  a  good  scholar  and  writer.  The  first  time  when  I  read 
a  paper  in  Vienna  in  June  1994  on  the  topic  “  Is  the  theology  of  the 
Church  of  the  East  Nestorian”  I  was  scared  when  Sister  Teresa 
Hainthaler  began  to  ask  questions  one,  two,  three.  As  I  am  not  a 
scholar  like  her  I  knew  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  clear  her  doubts 
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or  provide  intelligently  or  intellectually  correct  answers. 

She  commented,  “  The  insistence  of  the  paper  on  the  humanity  of 
Nestorius  is  positive,  but  some  of  the  expressions  may  be  questioned. 
I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  position  that  Chalcedon  is  a  victory  of 
Nestorian  theology.” 

I  was  alone  from  my  church  representing  the  old  calendar.  But  there 
were  four  from  the  new  calendar.  I  was  not  sure  that  any  of  them 
would  come  to  my  defense.  Nevertheless  Bishop  Bawai  Soro  came 
in  my  side.  It  was  true  that  whether  we  represented  two  different 
calendars  at  that  time,  our  duty  was  to  defend  the  so-called  Nestorian 
theology  to  remove  the  misunderstandings. 

So  after  Bishop  Bawai  Soro  made  his  comments  on  my  paper, 
Dr. Teresa  again  commented  on  my  paper.  “  The  paper  affirms 
(p.150)  that  the  union  is  only  on  the  level  of  the  prosopon.  The 
ultimate  subject  of  the  union  is  the  Logos  and  it  is  important  that 
this  is  lacking  in  the  paper.” 

I  realized  that  my  quotations  were  all  from  the  Protestant  writers.  I 
should  have  quoted  from  the  Catholic  writers.  Because  the  people  I 
was  talking  to  were  mostly  Catholics.  I  should  have  quoted  Aloys 
Grillmaier  and  Fr  Andre  de  Halleux  OFM  from  Louvain  ,  Belgium 
who  was  present  in  the  meeting  and  supported  our  cause  till  his 
death.  It  must  be  recorded  that  Fr.De  Halleux  was  a  great  supporter 
of  our  theological  position. 

As  a  bishop  and  a  church  administrator,  and  not  a  full  time  professor, 
not  even  a  part-time  Professor  I  cannot  compete  with  her  in  the 
same  intellectual  wavelength.  Somehow  I  attempted  to  answer  her. 
She  did  not  press  her  point  further  and  left  me  alone. 
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Her  participation  for  the  first  time  in  the  Assyrian  Vatican  dialogue 
this  time  was  indeed  profitable  to  us.  If  any  male  theologian  had 
thought  that  men  are  intellectually  superior  to  women  in  matters 
divine,  they  will  be  proved  wrong.  There  are  many  wise  women 
among  us.  Wiser  will  be  men  if  they  realize  that  truth,  even  if  the 
male  dominated  society  today  would  not  like  to  admit  it  publicly. 

Although  all  the  delegates  were  present  promptly  at  the  meeting 
hall  we  could  not  start.  We  were  forced  to  wait  for  Fr.Dimitri  Salachas 
who  was  to  read  the  paper.  Then  we  were  informed  that  he  would 
present  his  paper  next  day  after  it  was  translated  from  some  language 
to  English.  I  do  not  care  whether  his  language  is  Greek  or  Latin.  I 
do  not  know  both  much.  I  have  learned  one  year  Latin  in  the 
Princeton  University  when  I  was  a  student  in  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary.  The  next  day  he  did  not  show  up.  His  paper  in  English 
translation  was  distributed  to  us. 

The  next  professor  from  Rome  was  my  friend  Fr.George  Nedungatt 
S.J.  He  knows  Rome  well  as  he  taught  in  Rome  for  many  years.  He  is 
an  expert  in  canon  Law.  He  too  did  not  show  up  in  time.  He  went 
to  the  originally  scheduled  venue.  Some  body  at  the  desk  said  that 
the  delegates  were  staying  in  Casa  Bonus  Pastor.  But  he  did  not  know 
where  the  meetings  were  held.  So  he  went  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretariat  for  Christian  Unity  in  Vatican.  There  was  nobody  who 
knew  where  we  were  meeting.  Finally  he  found  out  and  he  reached 
where  we  were  waiting.  I  could  not  believe  that  such  confusions  can 
happen  despite  the  Mobile  phones  and  other  communication 
systems. 

Instead  of  my  estimate  of  our  achievements  on  the  doctrinal  work 
we  have  done  in  the  recent  years,  I  give  the  Press  Release  prepared 
by  the  co-secretaries. 
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Joint  Committee  for  Theological  Dialogue  between 
the  Catholic  Church  and  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the 
East 


Press  Release 

The  Joint  Committee  for  Theological  Dialogue  (JCTD)  between  the  Catholic 
Church  and  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  held  its  8th  annual  meeting 
on  5-9  November  2002,  at  the  Domus  Pastor  Bonus  in  Rome. 

The  members  of  the  JCTD  first  discussed  the  proposed  “Common  Statement 
on  Sacramental  Life”,  which  was  submitted  for  approval  to  the  competent 
authorities  of  both  the  Catholic  Church  and  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the 
East  after  the  annual  meeting  of  2000.  Since  the  amendments  of  the  Holy 
Synod  of  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  were  inserted  during  the  annual 
meeting  of  2001,  those  of  the  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of  Faith  were 
studied  and  inserted  during  this  meeting.  The  members  of  the  JCTD  look 
forward  to  the  official  ratification  of  this  Common  Statement  on 
Sacramental  Life,  which  might  take  place  before  the  next  annual  JCTD 
meeting. 

In  continuation  of  the  third  phase  of  the  JCTD  program,  dealing 
with  questions  related  to  the  constitudon  of  the  Church,  three  papers 
were  discussed  on  Petrine  Ministry  in  the  canonical  tradiuon  of  both 
the  Catholic  Church  and  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East»:  Exercise 
of  the  Roman  Primacy  today:  The  Pope  in  Canon  Law  (Rev.  Prof.  George 
Nedungatt  s.j.),  Some  Reflections  on  the  Primacy  of  the  Roman  Pontiff 
in  the  two  Codes  of  Canon  Law  of  the  Catholic  Church  (Rev.  Prof.  Dimitri 
Salachas)  and  A  Few  Canonical  Perspectives  on  the  Petrine  Ministry  (Rev. 
Dr.  George  Toma).  Both  the  Catholic  Church  and  the  Assyrian 
Church  of  the  East  acknowledge  the  particular  role  given  to  the 
«successor  of  Peter»  in  their  respective  canonical  traditions.  The 
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JCTD  members  insisted  on  the  need  to  develop  a  new  ‘ecumenical 
code’,  that  could  help  restore  full  communion  between  the  Orthodox 
patriarchates  and  the  Church  of  Rome. 

With  regard  to  Christology,  the  JCTD  initiated  the  preparation  of  a 
comprehensive  document  on  the  Christological  tradition  of  the 
Church  of  the  East.  Based  on  the  existing  achievements,  reached 
by  theologians  and  academic  colloquia,  this  document  should  show 
the  particular  contribution  of  the  Church  of  the  East  to  the  global 
development  of  Christology.  In  defending  Orthodoxy  against  local 
heresies,  the  Church  of  the  East  developed  indeed  a  particular 
Christological  terminology  and  reflection,  which  still  holds  its  own 
place  besides  both  the  Greek  and  the  Latin  traditions.  This 
Christological  reflection  was  carried  out  by  many  theologians, 
belonging  to  the  Mesopotamian  area;  it  is  also  reflected  in  the 
liturgical  and  canonical  tradition  of  the  Church  of  the  East.  Greek 
authors  as  Diodore  of  Tarsus,  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia  and  Nestorius 
of  Constantinople,  who  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Church  of  the  East, 
are  to  be  read  and  understood  in  the  light  of  this  particular 
Christological  tradition.  A  first  outline  of  a  possible  future  document 
on  Understanding  the  Christological  Patrimony  of  the  Church  of  the  East, 
presented  by  Prof.  Theresia  Hainfnaler,  was  discussed  by  the  JCTD 
members.  This  first  outline  should  be  completed  and  improved 
during  the  forthcoming  JCTD  meetings. 

On  Saturday,  November  9,J\  Holy  Qurbana  was  celebrated  by  H.G. 
Mar  Sarhad  Jammo  at  Santa  Maria  degli  Angeli,  the  parish  church  of 
the  Chaldean  community  in  Rome.  This  solemn  liturgy  was 
attended  by  the  Catholic  and  Assyrian  bishops  members  of  the  JCTD. 
It  was  also  attended  by  the  priests  of  both  the  Chaldean  Church  and 
the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East,  who  study  or  live  in  Rome,  and  by 
the  local  Chaldean  community. 
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The  next  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  is  planned  to  be  held  in  San  Diego 
and  San  Jose  (USA),  from  October  26th  to  November  2nd,  2003.  Two  major 
themes  will  be  on  the  agenda.  Firstly,  regarding  Petrine  Ministry,  two  papers 
will  be  prepared,  one  by  a  member  of  the  Catholic  delegation  on  the  relation 
between  the  local  Church  and  the  universal  Church,  and  another  one  by  a 
member  of  the  Assyrian  delegation  on  how  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  of  the 
East  understood  the  biblical  passages  on  Peter  and  Petrine  Ministry. 
Secondly,  regarding  the  Christological  patrimony  of  the  Church  of  the  East, 
two  documents  will  be  prepared:  one  on  the  writings  of  about  ten  major 
theologians  of  the  Mesopotamian  tradition,  and  another  one  on  Christological 
formulations  in  the  liturgical  and  canonical  sources  of  the  Church  of  the 
East. 

The  participants  from  the  Catholic  Church  were:  Bishop  Marc  Ouellet  (co¬ 
chair),  Archbishop  Cyrille  Selim  Boustros,  Bishop  Antoine  Audo,  Bishop 
Sarhad  Jammo,  Mons.  Matthew  Vellanickal  and  Mons.  Johan  Bonny  (co¬ 
secretary).  The  participants  from  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  were 
Metropolitan  Mar  Aprem  (co-chair),  Bishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro  (co-secretary), 
Reverend  Archdeacon  Yonan  Y.  Yonan,  Rev.  Father  George  Toma  and 
Rev.  Father  William  Yakob. 

Rome,  9  November  2002 

Although  we  decided  that  we  should  hold  the  next  consultation 
where  there  are  many  Assyrians  and  Chaldeans  such  as  California 
the  Gulf  War  and  some  other  events  make  it  that  we  should  meet 
again  in  the  eternal  city  on  the  same  dates  fixed  earlier  i.e,  October 
26  to  November  2nd  in  2003. 

On  19  November  2002  Fr.Johan  Bonny  from  the  secretariat  for 
Christian  Unity  in  Rome  sent  email  to  all  members  of  the  Assyrian 
Vatican  Dialogue  informing  us  of  the  appointment  of  the  Chairman 
Bishop  Marc  Ouellet  as  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  Canada. 
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To  all  members  of  the  joint  Commission  for  Theological  Dialogue 
between  the  Catholic  Church  and  the  Assyrian  Church 

I  wish  to  inform  you  that  H.H.  Pope  John  Paul  II,  on  November 
15th,  appointed  Bishop  Marc  Ouellet,  Secretary  of  the  Pontifical 
Council  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity,  as  Archbishop  of  Quebec 
(Canada).  The  Archbishop  was  born  in  1944  in  Lamotte,  Canada, 
and  was  ordained  a  priest  in  1972.  He  succeeds  Archbishop  Maurice 
Couture,  whose  resignation  die  Holy  Father  accepted  from  the  same 
archdiocese  upon  having  reached  the  age  limit.  We  thank  Bishop 
Ouellet  for  his  participation  in  ourJCTD  meetings  of  2001  and  2002. 
We  also  pray  that  God  may  abundantly  bless  this  new  pastoral  mission 
in  his  homeland. 

Should  you  want  to  send  a  message  to  Bishop  Marc  Ouellet,  you  can 
use  the  following  means: 

H.E.  Mons.  Marc  Ouellet 

Pontificial  Council  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity 
120  Vatican  City 

or: 

m.oueilet@ehrstuni.va 

m.ouellet@pcn.net 
or  fax  06.698.853.65 

With  renewed  thanks  and  kindest  regards, 

Fr  Johan  Bonny 

Pope  John  Paul  II  appointed  Monsignor  Brian  Farrel  L.C.  as  secretary 
at  the  Secretariat  for  Unity  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  transfer 
of  Bishop  Marc  Oulett  on  December  18,  2002.  Pope  consecrated 
him  bishop  on  6  January  2003  assigning  him  the  titular  Episcopal 
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See  of  Abitinae.  He  will  be  co-chairman  during  the  Dialogue  in 
October  2003.  The  venue  has  been  changed  to  Rome  again,  this 
time  Casa  Internationale  de  Clero  where  we  were  supposed  to  meet 
in  November  2002. 

After  the  meeting  in  Rome  was  over  I  was  able  to  visit  my  friend 
Albert  Arisi  and  family  in  Ventimiglia.  I  had  baptized  his  son 
Jaecomus  three  years  ago.  Rome  to  San  Remo  near  Ventimiglia  took 
more  than  seven  hours  by  train  to  reach.  It  was  a  direct  train  without 
changing  the  trains.  Sometimes  it  takes  eight  hours,  if  I  had  to  change 
the  train  at  Genova  P.P.  That  is  the  name  of  the  railway  station. 
Because  there  are  two  stations  by  the  name  Genova.  Genova  PP 
means  something  like  Genova  main  station,  I  suppose.  We  should 
know  that  there  are  two  stations  close  to  each  other  by  the  same 
name.  Otherwise  we  will  get  down  at  the  wrong  station.  Genova  in 
Italy  is  different  from  Geneva  in  Switzerland. 

In  the  train  I  met  an  Italian  lady  she  said  to  me,uNlera  name  Rosy 
hai .”  She  was  speaking  to  me  in  Hindi  language.  It  means,  “my 
name  is  Rosy”.  To  satisfy  my  curiosity  she  said  that  she  had  learned 
Yoga  in  India.  She  is  an  instructor  in  yoga  in  Italy.  She  was  going  to 
visit  her  father  who  was  going  to  have  a  surgery.  As  the  old  man  was 
suffering  from  diabetes  one  of  his  legs  was  going  to  be  amputated. 

It  was  nice  to  meet  Alberto  Arisi  at  the  Ventimiglia  raihvay  station. 
During  the  stay  in  that  Italian  town  I  had  some  relaxation.  I  could 
check  my  e-mails  and  send  replies.  Since  I  had  not  carried  my  laptop 
computer  I  could  not  write  my  travelogue  there.  That’s  why  this 
book  got  delayed  by  several  months  to  appear  in  print.  Mr.Arisi  was 
very  busy  those  days.  Still  he  found  time  to  bring  his  wife  and  son 
and  daughter  to  meet  me.  I  had  baptized  his  son  Jacomus  on  4 1,1 
March  2000. 
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On  Friday  15  November  2002  I  flew  from  Rome  to  Frankfurt  and 
without  delay  proceeded  to  New  Delhi.  Fr.  Mohan  Konikara  and 
Joby  Emmatty  from  Delhi  parish  were  there  at  the  Indira  Gandhi 
International  airport.  I  slept  for  a  few  hours  in  the  house  of  Joby 
Emmatty'  who  has  married  my  cousin  Nina.  After  breakfast  I  went  to 
Mar  Thoma  Bishop’s  House  in  Delhi  known  as  the  Mar  Thoma 
Centre.  I  knew  their  bishop  Joseph  Mar  Barnabas  since  he  was 
studying  in  college  in  my  early  years  of  episcopate.  I  attended  an 
ecumenical  celebration  Saturday  evening. 

On  Sunday  17lh  November  I  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  for  our 
members  in  the  chapel  of  the  Mar  Thoma  Bishop  in  New  Delhi. 
From  there  I  went  to  the  ground  near  the  Catholic  Bishops’ 
Conference  Centre  (C.B.C.I.)  to  share  in  the  leadership  of  the  final 
ecumenical  service  with  the  Catholic  archbishop,  Mar  Thoma  Bishop, 
Orthodox  Metropolitan  and  the  Bishop  of  the  Church  of  North 
India.  It  was  a  joy  to  share  our  common  Christian  witness  in  the 
capital  city  of  India. 

Vijay  Benedict,  a  well  knowm  pop  singer  from  the  cinema  world  of 
Mumbai,  was  there  to  sing  for  the  youth.  After  the  death  of  his 
brother  in  Germany  Vijay  Benedict  realized  that  he  would  find 
happiness  in  life  only  by  turning  to  Jesus  Christ.  Since  then  he  sings 
only  Christian  songs  to  bring  people  closer  to  Christ.  I  was  happy  to 
sing  with  him  some  Hindi  songs.  I  had  learned  Hindi  when  I  was 
studying  in  Jabalpur  for  B.D.  course  during  1957  to  1961. 

That  wras  Masihi  Mahotsav  (Jesus  festival)  organized  by  all  the 
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churches  in  Delhi  for  the  first  time.  The  Catholic  Bishops’ 
Conference  of  India,  National  Council  of  Churches  in  India  and 
the  Evangelical  Fellowship  of  India  joined  hands  to  arrange  this  great 
ecumenical  event.  It  was  a  learning  process  to  many  church  leaders 
and  followers.  In  India  where  Christians  are  only  less  than  2  and  a 
half  percent  of  the  population  it  is  a  must. 

During  my  talk  to  that  large  ecumenical  audience  I  also  sang  some 
of  the  Hindi  choruses,  which  I  used  to  sing  in  the  villages  around 
Jabalpur  along  with  my  classmate  V.T.Koshy  who  later  became  Bishop 
Isho  Mar  Timotheus  of  the  Mar  Thoma  Syrian  Church.  In  his 
untimely  death  in  the  Andaman  Islands  the  Mar  Thoma  Syrian 
Church  lost  a  spiritual  leader.  That  was  a  great  personal  loss  to  me. 

The  climate  of  Europe  in  March  as  well  as  in  November  was  too 
cold  for  me.  In  my  previous  trip  I  managed  with  old  bath  slippers  of 
the  late  bishop  Poulose  Mar  Poulose,  but  this  time  I  decided  to 
listen  to  the  advice  of  the  others  and  started  wearing  shoes. 

My  home  state  Kerala  in  South  West  coast  of  India  never  witnesses 
such  a  cold  weather.  The  heat  is  increasing  in  the  recent  years.  The 
summer  temperature  in  Kerala  was  32  degree  Celsius  13  years  ago. 
Now  in  2003  the  temperature  has  risen  to  36  degree  Celsius.  The 
experts  on  weather  say  that  nowadays  every  year  there  is  an  increase 
of  0.3  degrees  Celsius. 

Bill  Gates 

In  the  third  week  of  November  when  I  reached  Delhi,  there  was  a 
prominent  American  visiting  Delhi.  That  was  Bill  Gates,  the  American 
billionaire  who  owns  the  Microsoft  company.  Bill  Gates  met  many 
ministers  in  different  states.  He  donated  Rs.4.8  billion  (480  crores) 
to  be  used  against  the  deadly  disease  AIDS. 
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20  billion  or  2,  000  crores  of  rupees  will  be  utilized  in  India  during 
the  next  three  years.  Many  political  leaders  were  trying  to  please 

Bill  Gates  to  invest  money  in  India. 

/ 

He  also  promised  that  soon  Malayalam  language  will  be  used  in  XP, 
the  latest  of  Microsoft,  much  more  advanced  than  Windows  98  which 
I  use  to  type  these  words  to  write  books  and  magazines.  Two  years 
ago  when  I  conducted  the  marriage  of  one  Prem  to  a  Kerala  girl 
Vindhya,  they  said  Prem  had  worked  in  the  making  of  the  XP 
program.  Both  Prem  and  his  wife  Vindhya  work  in  the  design 
department  of  Microsoft  Company  in  Seattle.  I  am  told  that  there 
are  many  computer  engineers  from  India  working  in  Seattle, 
Washington  state,  U.S.A. 

An  Assyrian  computer  engineer  belonging  to  the  West  Syriac  Church 
(Syrian  Orthodox  Church)  Dr.  George  Kiraz  has  developed  and  sold 
an  Assyrian  program  that  would  go  up  with  Window  XP.  One  can 
send  even  e-mails  in  Assyrian  language,  if  the  one  who  receives  also 
has  installed  the  Windows  XP  Assyrian  program. 

The  visit  of  the  Bill  Gates  and  donation  to  the  AIDS  victims  in  India 
made  big  news,  because  of  the  monumental  volume  of  his  donation. 
Society,  a  magazine  published  from  Mumbai,  dated  January  2003 
is  skeptical  about  intentions  of  the  computer  king. 

In  an  article  captioned  “The  other  side  of  Philanthropy”,  p.  1 15 


“On  the  outside,  Gates’  AIDS  campaign  is  deemed 
at  social  awareness.  But  there  are  many  who  believe 
that  for  the  billion-dollar  man,  It’s  just  another 
medium  of  business  interest.  And  the  link-up  is  rather 
perplexing. 

Sometime  back,  major  newspapers  like  The  Wall  Street 
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Journal  and  The  Guardian  had  reported  the  sizable 
investments  that  Gates  has  in  leading  pharmaceutical 
companies  in  the  United  States.  The  amount  exceeds 
over  200  million  dollars.  The  companies  include 
reputed  names  like  Pfizer  Inc.,  Johnson  and  Johnson 
and  Merck  &  Co. 

The  report  published  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  just  a 
few  months  back  says,  “The  Bill  and  Linda  Gates 
Foundation  has  purchased  shares  in  nine  big 
pharmaceutical  companies  valued  at  nearly  $205 
million  -  an  investment  likely  to  attract  attention  more 
for  its  symbolism  than  its  size...  Now,  as  an  investor 
in  Merc  Sc  Co.,  Pfizer  Inc.,  Johnson  8c  Johnson  and 
others,  the  Gates  Foundation  has  a  financial  interest 
in  common  with  makers  of  AIDS  drugs,  diagnosdc 
tools,  vaccines  and  other  drugs.” 

In  p.  1 16  we  read, 

“Skeptics  therefore  look  at  this  as  a  perfect  business 
plan  -  the  funds  that  Gates  will  hand  over  to  India  will 
be  used  for  buying  vaccines  from  the  companies  where 
he  has  huge  stakes  in.  So  even  though  Indian  vaccines 
are  considerably  cheaper  but  equally  effective,  the 
money  spent  will  be  on  imported  medicines.” 

Kerala  is  the  safest  place  in  India  according  to  the  report  of 
intelligence  Bureau,  as  reported  in  The  New  Indian  Express,  Kochi, 
dated  November  19,  2002. 

American  dollar  had  an  edge  over  Euro  dollar  in  my  trip  of  2002.  It 
was  something  like  44  Indian  rupees,  while  American  dollars  was 
Rs.48  or  so.  The  tables  were  turned  during  second  trip  in  October 
-  November.  The  same  trend  is  seen  today  Euro  dollar  is  over  Rs.50, 
while  American  dollar  is  about  Rs.  45.  The  Gulf  War  of  March  - 
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April  has  not  done  any  good  to  improve  the  economy  of  America. 
At  least  the  American  dollar  is  not  showing  any  signs  of  catching  up 
with  the  Euro  dollars. 

The  security  checks  at  the  airports  became  strict  with  the  passengers. 
Some  people  say  they  are  strict  with  the  non-white.  That  may  be 
the  experience  of  some  travelers.  All  suspicious  characters  like  myself 
have  to  face  stricter  scrutiny.  One  lady  at  the  screening  place  told 
me  that  I  did  not  have  to  remove  my  chain  with  cross,  as  the  cross 
was  not  metal,  but  wood.  But  in  another  airport  the  man  near  the 
screening  area  demanded  that  I  should  remove  it;  as  there  was  a 
metal  hook  on  the  top  of  the  cross,  connecting  it  to  the  chain.  I 
obey  what  the  officers  demand.  They  are  paid  to  check  any  sort  of 
metal  instruments  the  passengers  carry.  The  passengers  can  use  it 
to  attack  and  subdue  the  pilot  and  hijack  the  plane.  As  passengers 
we  should  realize  that  they  are  checking  us  only  for  the  safety  of  all 
of  us. 

The  Mercedes  Benz  plant  in  Pune,  India  completed  ten  thousand 
cars  on  April  11,  2003.  The  Pune  plant  has  been  adjudjed  as  the 
best  plant  of  Mercedes  Company  outside  Germany.  Of  course, 
labour  is  cheaper  in  India.  So  it  was  a  wise  decision  to  start  a 
plant  in  India.  Although  there  has  been  a  lot  of  poverty  in  India, 
there  are  many  millionaires  too  among  the  Indians.  So  there  is  a 
demand  for  the  expensive  Mercedes  Benz  car  in  Indian  Market.  I 
have  no  idea  how  many  political  as  well  as  religious  leaders  use  a 
Mercedes  Benz  car. 

US  Senator  Hillary  Clinton,  wife  of  former  US  President  Clinton, 
received  $  8  million  advance  for  her  memoirs  Living  History  from 
her  publisher  Simon  8c  Schuster.  This  book  of  576  pages  hit  stores 
on  June  9,  2003. 
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Conclusion 


“How  do  people  come  to  write  books?”  asks  Samuel  Ismael  in  the 
book  How  Books  Are  Made  published  by  the  National  Book  Trust, 
India.  The  answer  he  gives  is 

“Most  often  because  they  believe  they  have  something  interesting 
and  important  to  say  or  a  good  story  to  tell  or  an  interesting 
experience  to  select.” 

Pope  John  Paul  II  took  his  100'1'  foreign  trip  in  June  2003.  The  100,h 
trip  outside  Italy  was  to  Croatia.  This  Pope  has  visited  131  nations 
through  his  99  trips  since  he  became  a  Pope  in  1978.  He  has  traveled 
over  one  million  kilometers  in  these  trips.  That  is  almost  equivalent 
to  orbiting  this  planet  earth  29  times.  This  is  a  world  record  for  a 
Pope  whose  responsibilities  are  both  sacred  and  secular.  He  enters 
84,h  year  of  his  life  in  May  2003.  His  colourful  life  is  amazing  in 
many  ways. 

• 

Pope  John  Paul  II  reached  the  4,h  place  in  length  of  Papacy.  On  24"' 
April  2003  he  crossed  the  4,,,  place  held  by  a  Pope  who  was  the  Pope 
for  24  years,  six  months  and  one  month  in  the  end  of  the  18,h  century. 
Now  two  Popes  have  larger  periods  of  rule.  That  is  Pope  Pius  IX  for 
31  years  and  7  months  during  1846  to  1877  and  Pope  Leo  XIII  for 
25  years  and  5  months  from  1878  to  1903.  Pope  John  Paul  II  may 
cross  the  record  of  Leo  XIII  by  March  2004.  But  he  has  to  live 
about  seven  years  to  cross  the  record  of  Pope  Pius  IX.  St.  Peter  is 
believed  to  have  been  Pope  for  the  longest  period.,  i.e.  37  years. 


Harry  Potter  and  the  Chamber  of  Secrets 

Somebody  in  this  trip  asked  me  whether  I  knew  about  Harry  Potter 
books.  Honestly  I  admitted  my  ignorance.  My  excuse  is  that  there 
was  no  Harry  Potter  book  when  I  was  a  student  in  America. 
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Dinner  at  the  26th  Patriarchal  consecration  anniversary  in  Chicago 

on  20  October  2002 

Left  to  Right:  Mar  Narsai  Metropolitan  of  Lebanon,  Patriarch 
Mar  Dinkha  IV,  Dr.  Mar  Aprem  Metropolitan  of  india,  Mar  Meelis  Zaia, 
Episcopa  of  Australia  &  New  Zealand. 


Ordination  of  Fr.  Thomas  Mathew.  Fr.  Klutz,  Vicar  of  the  parish  is  First 

from  the  left. 


Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  releases  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into 
modern  Assyrian  language  on  20  October  2002 
Left  to  Right:  Fr.  Khoshaba  Bouza,  Archdeacon  Aprim  de  Baz, 

> .  l  ~  1  1 1  n  •  II  Ilf  "'ft---  ft  A  ft  .  .  


Mar  Narasi  Metropolitan,  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  &  Mar  Aprem 

Metropolitan. 


After  Qurbana  in  St.  John's  Church,  Chicago  in  March  2002. 

Left  to  Right:  Archdeacon  Aprim  de  Baz;  Mar  Aprem,  Fr.  Thomas  Mathew 


